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PREFACE. 


T would be an unneceſſary 
troable, for me to endeavour, 


by 4 long and elaborate Preface, 
to evince the Oſefulneſs of the 


Author's Subje& ; ſeeing it 
both apparently moſt Seaſonable, 
and alſo confeſſedly of the greateſt 
Importance. 

But ſence the Diſcourſe is 
Poſtbumons, I muſt not forbear 
to give ſome account thereof ; it 
requiring that in regard to the 
Author, which is the common and 
indeed always a juſt and becoming 
Civilty to the _ 

A 3 In 


- \' The PREFACE: . IJ 
In ſhort, What I here publiſh, | ; 
are the Remains of ſeveral Ser- 
mons, which be preach'd up- 
on one Text; but where, 'l 
cannot poſutively affirm. Moft pro- 
bably they were ſome of bis Firſt 
Lefures at Hackney : And this 
T conclude from one of them which 
bears Date 1670. the Tear in 
which He was choſen Lefurer 
there; where, in the following 
Tear, He Died. | 
Had the » Author in his life- 
time deſipn'd theſe Papers for the 
Publick , it is not to be doubted, | ; 
but they would have recerved ſome | 1 
further Poliſhing, as well as En- | |, 
largements ; and have come into 
the World with more Advantages. | * 
What be could bave made them, 
is 
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The PREFACE. 


Þ # well known to thoſe who are ac- 


quainted with his Labours, in the 
Rewiſeng and preparing of Mr. 
Mede's and Mr. Smith's Works 


for the Preſs ; as alſo, with his 


not to be unmentioned Edition of 


Thomas a Kempis. 
Þut I would not leſſen the E- 


fteem of the following Diſcourſe : 


Of which, this I may ſay (without 
breach of Filial Modeſty) and 


| onely this I ſhall add, That who- 


ſoever peruſes it with a becoming 
Candour, cannot but acknowledge 
it, if not Worthy of the Author, 
at leaſt not Onwortby of the Pub- 
lick View. 


LONDON, 
Oob. 13, 
16 90, 


John Worthington. 


Following Diſcourſe, 


CHAP. I. | 
F* HE Rule and Meaſure of Chriitun = 
Love Page 1 


ERIE 
'The Untiverſality of Chriſtian Love I5 


CHAP. II. 
The Purity of Chriitian Love 
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, 
DISCOURSE 


Chaiſtian Love. - 


INTR ODUCTION. 


HAT we. may more fully 

apprehend the DoQtrine' of 

Chriſtian Love (a Duty fo 

frequently 3 {o continuedly 

inculcated in the New Te- 

ftament) it wil be fit to. 

eaſider the CharaRers or Qualifications of 


the true Chriſtias Love wherein we are to 


walk: And to this Re, whar lies more - 
dilperſedly 


2 ae 


The INTRODUCTION. 

Uiperlcdly in_ ſeveral places of Scripture, 

vyhickr may be{Fead'us into the true and ful 
notion of this fo lovely a Grace, I ſhall col. 
le& and bring into your yiew ; both-to'the 
Gearing of the 'Fruth itfelf, agd for the il- 
Ioftrating by the way ſeveral expreſſions in ' 
Scripture. 
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CHAP. I. 


| THE 
RULE and MEASURE 
0 OF oil 
Chriſtian Love,. 


IRST, Iris to be yd T4 AXThy Hs, Fer« 
vent Love, or Charity, 1 Pet. 4.3. Cha- 
ritas intenſa (2s Beza renders ..it) an 
intenſe Loye: Above all things have 
fervent Charity, or Love, among your 
felves*: And 1 Pet. 1.22, See that ye love 

dne another ix[yyas fervently ; earneſtly, as the 

Greek Word isuſed when joined with Prayer reg- 

owyh, Acts 12.5. and inlerireess Teggewyd1o, Luke 

22, 44- And crying unto God, 1121ND., mightily 

(fortitudine, Vulg, Lat.) is render'd by the LXx, 

ixloros. - X | . 

The &y#'xn ixlep4s,. is not- therefore a fleight, 
formal, weak; cold affetion, but an carneſt fer- 
vent, intenſe, a great and yehement Zove, The 
Coals of this Zove mult be,as Coals of fire, which 
hath 4 #oft vebement flame, Cant. 3. 6. - It muſt 
be a Loye caigd up to a 27 degree of gen 
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A Diſcourſe of Chap.T. 
and affeftionateneſs, even to a kind of ogg Wi 
Hence that in Rom. 12. (a Chapter _enricht with W*: 

xcellentPrecepts). VET. 10. Be ye @1rAbropy or, kindly. oP) 
Felioned ro one another, The Greek word copy. 
implies vehementem &, genuinum- amands affeftum, 
a ſtrong affeftion of Love, ſach as is reciprocal 
between Parents and Children, &c. ſuch as is be= 
twixt thoſe of the neareſt Relation. 


HOW Feryent, how Dear this Love ought to 
be, He who was Love Incarnate (the Wiſdom of 
God, and the great token of his Love) our Bleſſed 
Saviour hath ſhewn us in a few words, but fo fully 
expreſſive, as none can be better, in that Royal 
Law (as S. Fames calls it, ch. 2. 8.) Thou ſbalt 
love thy Neighbour a:thy ſelf. In this ons Com- 
mandment are comprehended the. Shr Command- 
ments of the Second Table, Matth. 22. 39. con- 
taining our Daty to our Neighbour, that is ano» 
ther, every otter Man': For by Nezghbour is not”. 
meant only (as we commonly uſe the word). ene 
that dwells near vs : But according to the "i 

[- 


the Scripture, Neighbour ſignifies another, 
0? Th wig, 75 pon, 5 B% Tory iy yoTils (ait 
dore Pelufiate Lib.q.Ep.123.) not himonly that is 
near us in place or habitation, but any one of the 
{ame common ſtock with vs, partaker of the ſame 
nature , all men, all of our .kind ; eſpecially 
$x0voy $7 TAudloy , F debuiroy , fuch a one as 
1s-1n want, and needs our Love in relieving. 
him. Thus in Rom. 13.9. # mancig, is ia Ver. 8. 
+ ireezv. And in the Old Teſt. y7  Neighbonn, 
fometimes ſignifies no more than anther, Ged. 11. 
3. Prov. 18. 19. Exod. 24.18. © 

Of the ſame import and ſenſe is that other Ex+ | 4 
eclent Rule of Chriſt, delivered ig ar JETOegR 1 
os $i 


> 2 
| 
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* the Mount, Matth. 5.12, | Al things whatſoever ye 

 nonld that men ſhould do nnto you, do ye even foto 
hem; or as it is in Lyke6.31. 4s ye would that men 
ſhould do to you, do ye alſo to'them likewiſe, © 


T O the ſame ſenſe is that Rule'delivered in a 
Negative ſtile, Ouod tibs fiers non vis, alters nt fe- 
'cers. And concerning this, Lampridius the Hilto. 
rian,in the Life of that Roman Emperour Alexan- 
to F' der Severws, reports, That that Excellent Empe- 
of F Tour (who flouriſhed 206 years after Chriſt) was 
ed | fo much in love with it, Quam ſententiam uſq; 
ly | adeo dilexit, ut & in palatio & publicis operibus in- 
jal | ſcribs juberet , he cauſed it to. be writ upon the 
alt } Walls of his Palace and publick Buildiogs (as Sen- 
n- | tences of Scripture are written on our Church 
d- | Walls). And though he was an Heathen, yet he 
n- | 'was better affeted towards Chriſtians for this 
0- | Rule and Precept of their Maſters , and ſhewed 
ot | them favour. And as he loved this Rule (which 
ne I} Is Radix Fuſtitie & omne fandamentun equitatis, as 
of | Latantics ſpeaks) ſo he prattis'd it: For when 
{ there was canſeto inflift puniſhment upon any for 

+ | actsof [njuſtice and Injury to others, he ordered 
Is {| that the Officer ſhould thus admoniſh the party of 
he | his unjuſt Carriage, and proclaim aloud this Di- 
ne | Qate of Conſcience, Quod tibi fiers non vis, alters 
ly | ne feceris ; And incaſe, the Army being on their 
as | march, a perſon of Quality had offended in doing 
ng | any hurt to the field or poſſeſſions of another, and 
s. | his dignity excuſed him from ſuch corporal pu- 
w, {-nhments and diſgraces which the interiour fort 
I, I had inflicted on them , yet the Emperour would 
| vehemen'ly reprove him with this, Yiſne in agro 
X+ If 49 fiers, quod alter; facis? Wouldſt thou have chat 
oa {| done to thy own Field » Poſſeſſion, which _ 
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yy and forcibly Nigike x 
Conſcience of the pulky off a 
it comes from the lips ph a Perſon of j 
exemplary worth, And ſuch a one was this Empe- 
ror,as the ſame Hiſtorian reports of him, Dies nun- 
quam tranſiit quin alignid manſuetum, civile pitm fy- 
ceret, Not a day paſt him, buthe expreſſed the be- 
nignky and the integrity of his Spirit in ſome aRts 
of goodneſs, kindneſs.and equity, and in atts of 
exaCctjuſtice ; and therefore he is by the beſt Inggy- 
Peeters of the Apocalypſe fitly ſuppoſed to be meant 
y the Rider of the black horſe (Rev. 6. 6.) with 
the pair of balances jn his band. 


BUT to return from this digreſſion,to that fore- 
mentioned Rule and Meaſure of the Love which we 
are to expreſs to our Neighbour, - Thou ſhalt lave 
thy neighbour (4, e, ' another, every other) as thy 
ſelf ; or, As ye would that men ſhould do to you, as 
ye elſo to them : None can pretend that the Rule 
is obſcure and intricate, hard to underſtand,though 
it be through Mens own fault hard to prattiſe. 

For every one tay know, without much ſtudy 
and beating his brains, what it is to love himſelf. 
No man ever hated his own fleſh ({aith the Apoſtle.) 
No man is cold!y or ſlightly aftefted toward him- 
felf.. No, The Love wherewith a man loves him- 
ſelf,is a ferzent,intenſe Love : And if this mult be 
the Rule and Meaſure of thy Loye to thy Neigh- 
bour (for thou muſt love him as thy ſelf) then ſure- 
ly tix Love wherein Chriſtians are to walk, is not 
to be a cold, remiſs, ſlight, and formal Love, but 
earncit, intenic and ardent. | 

To prevent and obviateany cavils or miſtakes 
abour {hs Loye of thy ſeif, which is co be che "ny 
an 


. 4 Diſcomſe of Chap. 1. 
doeſt to anothers? And ſuch a xeproof and check © 
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FF and Meaſure of thy loving thy Neighbour, and 
For afurtber explaioing of thoſg twp tors 
hn .&< Peecepts af Qhrift,, we aret19 69 gh tank, 


IP | tl &7 39 +4 15 
' Firſt, That bere.is meant a regylar Love af.our 
ſelves; not an inordinate, vitious. Self-loyez. not 
a love. that breaks. or tranſgreſſes the bounds of 
Tighteouſneſs. No man mult do an unjuſt or ug- 
_ lawful a& in his own behalf, or for his own adyan- 
tage; nor for the intereſt or advantage of another: 
nc ap Loye o this, is not (as ” Apoſtle 
ſpeaks of the right Love, Rom. 13.) rAigopa;riry 
th ſmjhing of the Law , but the crankereſling 
thereof. 
| If the thing;be unlawful .or forbidden. by .God, 
which thou wouldit.-have others do.to thee, thou 
we | \wult not do the lame to them : Which yet.is the 
practice of thoſe that/ſtile themſelves Goqd-Fel- 
thy :lows and areBrethren in iniquity ; all thatentan- 
4 # .gle others , or ſtrgngthen one another 1n their 
| {11ns which they have choſen, | 


- 
- 
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vgh Thou muſt.therefare do that to another, which 

thou wouldſt have done to thee, that is, which 
idy | {hou maylt rightly and lawfully will ; that which 
if, | -i$agreeable.to the Holy Scripture, and Right Rea- 
e.) | fon, to the lightiof Nature ſhining in thy Conlci- 
m- | -£nce, and ſhining with a greaterluſtre in the Di- 
m. | vinely-inſpired-Scripture : And ſothat thy Love 
be | be regulated by a right Judgment , by purified 
h- | Reaſon, ſo it be agreeable to the Rule of Righte- 
re | Ouſneſs, let the Love of thy Self, and of thy 
ot | | Neighbour, be as lotenſe and Feryent as it can; fo 

that the Spirit af Love be accompanied with the 


ſpirit of a ſound mind, to borrow thoſe words of 
the Apoltle, 2 Tim. 1. 
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-SrDjeraſir | Tha. 


Ces; Thi Evil which thou worlds na 


by done'to thy ſelf, thou moſt hot do, orw 
or contrive to be done to another. Thou mu 
"hot do that to another which is unjuſt, and would 
-ſeem ſo to thee, if thou wert-that other. 

And if thou haſt been that other, and therefore 


'by experience knoweſt more feelingly what it'is_ 


"to be evil dealt with, and unworthily uſed by 0- 
*thers; thon, even thou eſpecially ſhouldſt not 
deal ſo with others : For if they did evil therein, 


-thowart not to practiſe the like. What was evil - 


and unjuſt in'them, when done to thee, will be 
alſo evil in thee, if thou doeſt the like to them. 

\" Do wot therefore render evil for evil, or railing for 
*#a5ling,as S: Peter ſpeaks (1Ep.Ch. 3.) ; whoalfſo 
tells-us (in Ch-2.)-that Chriſt,our Pattern as well 
-as our Propitiation, did not ſo : He, when be was 
yeviled, reviled not again; when he ſuffered, he 
"threatned not, but committed  bignſelf, and his canſe, 
to him that judperh righteouſly. 

Do not return ſlander for ſlander, wrong for 
wrong, or any the like for the ſatisfying of a re- 
vengeful humour : Yengeance 1s mine, and I will 
repay, ſaith the Lord, Rom. 12. Leave that there- 
fore to God, and to his Vicegereats. 

'Fhere is a Rule which many walk by [ Do 4 
thou haſt been done to: or, What others do to you, 
do'ye the ſame to them likewiſe] which they do not 
ſo muct mean and praCtiſe in that better ſenſe, 
"wherein only it is allowable,viz. in doing good to 


others, in rendring good for good, in a way of 


Gratitude, as one good turn asks another; there 
3s ingenuity andjuſtice in this : But they generally 
underſtand and practiſe it-in returning, or doing 
evil for evil. 

But 


"4 th fo Pal n#*; 
L JEhap). *Chrifian Love. 

-» KW But there isa yalt difference between this Role, 
ot Do 4: thou bas bern done to,'and our Saviour's Rule, 
i, {Do 4: thou wouldſt be done to: Tho? they differ bat 
uſt ÞF little in words: (ina word or two) yet theyareas 
4iſtant as Heaven and Hell, as Chriſt and Bels al. 
:* Do «4s thou baſt been done to : or What ethers do to 


re gen, do ye the ſame to them likewiſe : This is the 
is | DeviPs Maxim;it is a branch of that Wiſdom,which 
0- | (as'S. Fames ſpeaks, Ch. 3.) deſcendeth not from 
ot {| above, but is earthly and deviliſh, ſuch as the Devil 


doth infuſe into the minds of men. 
But, Do as thou wonld(t be done to: or, What ye 
be | would others ſhould do to you, do ye the ſame to them 
likew:ſe : This is our SaviourChrilts Rule ;, it is 
or | the Royal Law of him who is King, its a branch 
ſo J'of that Wiſdom which is from above {from Heaven) 
ll | which & peaceable, gentle, full of mercy and good 
« | fruits, (as S. James ſpeaks in the ſame Chapter.) 


e, ' Thirdly, Thou muſt make thy Nesghbour's, or 
another's, condition thine own ; thou muſt look 
27 {| vpon his Concernments, his Caſe and Circumſtan- 
e- | ces, as if they were thine own : . And then, that 
il |} pity, that counſel, that help, that relief and com- 
?e | fort which thou wouldſt expect or wiſh for from 
others, if thou wert in ſtraits and difficulties, and 
& || uncomfortable circumſtances ; the like muſt thou 
%, [| row afford to them in ſuch hardſhips. 
t This is that true yev567us, Benignity, Kindneſs 
e, | and Goodneſs of diſpoſition and deportment, to 
o {| which our Religion doth exhort and obhge vs. 
f | And Phavorinw doth very pertinently deſcribe it, 
e when he ſaith, it imports # 7g # rixas cud 1olle- 
y on iomoryuinny, ſuch a diſpoſition and temper of 
gp {J mind as makes a Man to look upon the cafe and 
& 


: circumſtances of another a his own. And then 
| what 
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the like will bedeſine 2od-do. for anther, .if he 
loves his Neighbour as bimfelf, wivh as-unfeigntd 


-andFervent a Love as bedoves hjmſalf. »- 51:5! 


'* Arid here it may be'fit to remember that Wiſe 
*Say1n g of the Son.of Syrach,which contains a great 


deal of ſenſe in afew words; Ecclus. 31.15. F 
of thy Neighbour .by thy ſelf. That which 


judgeſt unworthy , and-unbecoming, yea and in- 
jurious 4n reference to-chy Self; .judge the ſamegf 


it, if done to thy Neighbourin che like.cir 
ftances: And that kindneſs, thoſeCivilitics, thi 
fair reſpect, that which thou.wouldft judge fit.and 
decent in thy own'ibehalf ; judge the ſame inbe- 
half of thy Nezgbbowr in-the like Capacities. ' 

I may alſo ſuperadd that: wholeſom and ſhort 
counſel which:Tobias had from his Father (Tob, 
4. 15.)* Do that to no man which thou hateſt. 


Fourthly, But:to riſe.higher yet, and to prevent 
an'Exception againſt-this Rule and Meaſure of the 
Love-of our Nezghbour, 1add.(for.a further ex- 
plaining of it, : this, which is to be obſerved) 
That which thou wouldſt ſhould be done to thee, 
if thou wert of ſuch a Rank and Condition, if 
thou -wert in ſuch a place, or (to'look more in- 
ward.) if thou wertſo qualified and accompliſhed, 
do thou the-ſame to. thy Neighbour, to any other, 
of ſucha rank. and condition, of ſuch qualificati- 
ons and accompliſhments, 

And if thy Nezghbour, if another be of an. high- 
errank, degree and condition ; or:if he he.more 
excellently qualified, and more worthily. accom- 
pliſhe; particularly, if-he partake.more of. (God 
of reve Holineſs whjch-is the ficſ Image and 

reſemblance of God,” and conſequently Lo" 
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ASIEL L. Chriftizn Love. 
al Divine worthin aim; Thounrt then to 
at he-is to beloved ad : moed-f-not 
& thy felf,, or equally withthy (al, as rhou art for 
ſt preſent, _ thy ſelf, viz whillt rtwou 
not ſuch. 
- And yet till the Rule holds good; fl! this is 
- iy him as thy : ſelf, 6s 54as]dy (though above 
y (elf as thou art now) this is to/ love him as 
-thouthy ſelf wouldit judge thou wert to be loved, 
\eſteemed and regarded, ifthou wert in his eſtate, 
'# thou wert ſuch as he is. 


»  Fifthly and Laftly, There is yet an higher pitch 
and degree of Love, which at ſome time, and in 
ſome caſes, is due from thee to thy Neoghboxr or 
Fellow-Chriftian ; whom thou art to love, not 
'only as thy ſelf , but more then, or above, thy ſelf, 
though he be not ſuperiour or abovethee in thoſe 
reſpects mentioned in the laſt particular: i John 
vet F - 2. 16. Chrift laid down his life for us, and we _- 
to lay down our lives for the brethren. 
= Here is Love raiſed up tothe greateſt Fervency, 
ed) to the higheſt degree poſſible; far (as our Saviour 
hee, Chriſt told his Diſci ples, Joh. 15.) Greater love 
bath no man than this, "that 4a man lay down his life 
-M-Y for bys friends. 
Now the Rule and Meafure of this Love, Love 
in its, utmoſt height, and that which obligeth a 
Chrifian to this Love, is the Love of Chriſt ma- 
nifeſted in laying down his Life'for us. As in 
the former Particulars the Rule and Meaſure of thy 
Love to thy Neighbour was thy own Love, Per 
loving thy ſelt, thou waft to love him as thy ſel 
So the Rule and Meaſure of this higheſt degree of 
' Love, is the Love of Chciit ro ecneee; Thou mult 
love a Chriſtian as Chriſt loved thee. F\ 
us 
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laying down his life for them, as appears by the 
following words. 
-'-. fs I baye lowed you. Theſe words carry in them 
-the greateſt force and reaſon, the greatelt obliga- 
- tion to. this degree of Love, and make it a d 
full of equity. Nothing can found ſo high, no- 
thing can have ſuch an obliging Vertue as this of 
Chriſt, [4s Thave loved you, If we conſider, cither, 


* .-1: - The excellency of the perſon of Chriſt, who 
this 7 is [as / have loved you]. He that ſpake 
- this, and thus loved vs,” was: Jeſus Chriſt , the 
brightneſs of God's glory and the expreſs image of 
bis perſon, God manifeſt in the fleſh, the Lord of 
life and glory, the Sovereign of Men and Angels, 
Meſſtab the Prince, the Lord of all, And if he lo- 
ved us at this rate, ſo as to lay down his Life for- 
us; He that was ſo far exalted above, not Men 


only, but Angels ; He the Head of all Principa.' 


lity and Power, higher then Thrones and Domi- 
nions,: and any of the Angelick Orders: Then 
ſhould a Chriſtianthus love his Fellow-Chriſtians, 
thoſe of the ſame mould, and make with himſelf, 
in laying down (if need be) his Life for them. 


2. Or if we conſider the vileneſs and unworthi- 
neſs of thoſe for whom Chriſt did thus much. If 
he the Prince, and only Son of God, laid down 
his Life for us who were Enemies (Rom. 5.) Re- 
bels againſt Heaven, Enemies'to the Crown and 
Dignity of his Father, the King of Heaven and 
Earth : Should not a Chriſtizn then do as much 
- for his Friends, his Bretbreo, born of God ; _ 

Thek a 


. Commandment, that ye love ane" another, neſs; U; 
_ arn0e vas, a1 T have loved you : How's that? In. 


Thus be Commands Jo. a5. 12 Thik 4c: my/ 


3 5Eg DEPrFAT'SSTMTSRSYS  -2EFT= 765 25 CO. 


8 -- 


"3-8-8 ® E-TE 


——_ 


[= = — them as much for-bis living Mem.” 


=\F'. Orc. if we conſider the infinite —inatiad, 
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ITE one God for « hee Father, oe 
their Redeemer. and' 
7. Price and ranſom for —— for 1 


artakers of the Jang. je ecious Faigh 
wel Ter; 2 Per. 1.) and theretars as valud- 
ble and dear in God's fight as he is;; ndy-itmay 
more, if they be more like to. God in eminent 
xxeapt Holineſs and if the continuance of 
their Life, and being in the World, be more con- 
fiderable. "they being fitted to be more uſeful in: 
Nori. 


he richeſt benefits and beſt of bleſſings, which 
and redounded to vs by the Love and Death: 
Chriſt : As Chriſt hath done and ſoffer?d ſo 


bi vs, and pouring out his Life-to , even 
to. the Dezth of the Croſs (a Death | ſhame and 
Y amidſt the concraditions, and derifionsof 
Inſulting Enemies. If he hath dorie fo much 
r us, when the caſe of our Souls ſo-much needed 
z more than can.bedone, by any,| or all: the 
en in. the World ; then ought we ..(it-is a-rea- 
ſorable ſervice, an "equitable duty): to Jay down 
eur lives for the brethren, if the neceſlity'o their 
caſe ſo require it, .no other means appearing; 
20d if ſach a conſiderable good may thereby come 
to them, -or others, or to the fortherance of-the 
Faith or Goſpel, as may-juſtly call for this higheſt 
degree and demonſtration of Love. 


Nor have tere wanted Inſtances of this among 
the noble Army of Martyrs , whoſe Love was as 
frong as Death, 


A 


ey Et h 

A fair inſtancs of this 'was'9:; Pa, who: f] 
the dans (in 1 Ep.2.8.) That'he tid 
an affectionate ſize of T thus for etenky afid 
1 ngunre Agra ern 

321Part to' them nor oxly the Goſpel of . G 

bis own Sout or Life. 7 And yer pr ob. 
is that which he writes to the Philippians ( ch.2; 
17.) tetling then, That it-wodld—be. matter of 
greareſt joy co him, if it ſhould fo falt out "that be 
ſhould be. off:re# »por the faayiſics and ferviel if 
their faith. \...! 

And though the Apoſtle S. Fohn, whole whth 
theſe are; [Becauſe Chriſt laid down bis life for wm, 
therefore ought 'we to lay How bf lives for the tre. 
thren.] He ofall the Apoſtles is ſaid 
aſtical Hiftoriahs, alone not to have 5 


his life by! Martyrdom, bat quietly and'ing 

old age'ty have died at Tobi + Yet hew 

his Mind prepared to haye ſuffor's Marty 

which he had done; had he'not- been mir 
preſerved by God when he'was caſt intothe 

of hot ſcalding Oyl, from whetiee coming: forth 
unhurt, ( as the three Children out of the'fi 
Furnace) he was by Domitran bantſh'd-into 
Ifle of Patmos, for the wird" of God, ant 'teftih 
of Feſms Chrift : And'he'@alls himſelf itt bis'Ept- 
tle ro the Seven Aſiatic Churches, theit by 
ani Companion in tribulation, and in the ks Aom and 
patience of: Feſuts Chriſt, Rev. 9. The full purpoſe 
and noble refolation of his Mind was for the ut- 
moſt Sufferings, even wato Death. 

And the ſame Spirit of Love, Lore ready t9 
expreſs it ſelf in this higheſt Degree that. is T6 
ble, lived and contigued' in 'the firſt apd” beſt 
Chriſtians. It was {5 «pnfpiciious i in Tertull;a's Yan 
time, that the yery Heathens took ſpecial Notch gre 
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T0.) - Chrifian' Love. 
alkan. reports ih fits! Apology ; Yrde (5- 
« av irvicen ſe ' diloghnt Chriſſy anti, '&"' ue pro: 
nt pah fam jy (ſaid dhre-Heathens):; 
thi Chr love one another, tow /veady 
are to' lay down theit- ives:for each/other. 
fl theſe days that Love (which afterward grew 
1) continued! warm and vigorous; and; by 
loving ons another, did all men kriv# thewedey 
Y ir Diſciples, 25 had ſaid, 7eb+.3:g./ 
"But 1 fall a6e Infif any np0n this fifety 
| nn Viz. Love raiſed up. to. the greateſt 
is ble; in loving others. more then'thy 
by laying/-down Life it felf for them: The 
occafions of reſſing Love iti this degreeof Fer» 
\/are more rage; God doth not 1o frequent- 
hpcalt to chis; as rothat Fervency of Love exprelit 
Aw four 'fq ins Particulars of 'Lowing thy 
Sr bbour 4 
And yet this ; Particular, this loving, an- 
other; in layin{pdown thy life for hind, may bein 
ſine fort reduced to. the doving him as thy ſelf; 
i##.us thou'wonldft he ſhonld do for thee, in.cafe 
_ and Neceſſities did as niuch require that 


ould: do this for hip as his do'thar 
tov ſhould: do” this: for him, 


:T Oo cotitlade then, feriouſly think on this Rule 
md ff of our bleſſed Saviours , then which nothing 
ble F better could ever have been ſaid, nothing more 
lit» F need to be ſaid. 

There is enough compriz'd in this ſhort Rate 
4 of Love, as to inſtruct and govern the Conſcience 
| 
eſt 
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ofa Mann matters of Juſtice and Equity towards 
thoſe he has to deal with; ſo likewiſe to engage 
and raiſe him up to a Fervency and excellent de- 


” gree of Loye, 


T here 
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5 'There 4is- more intheſe few words. of Chciſt;,þ - 
that whith. is more fully inſtroctive to a Chri-;} - 
| ſtjan;;than all that has) been ſaid in the Volumi-; 
6 nous Writings of the Schook-men, Caſuiſts, agd- 
A other Writers 5 more than in the Pandedcts, Codey; 
and Inſtitutes of the: Civil. Law. :- 1 

Ina word, 'Such is .the excetency of this Law; 
or Rule of Chriſt, [Whatſoever.: things ye would: 
that an# heuld iiddans you; ds yi Sad Jo 15 heck [ 
That immediatelyafter it is (did ( Adatth,7.) For 
this is the Law' and the Prophets :- Which twg! 
words ſignific the. Old "Teſtament, the - whole: 
Scripture/then in being: Moſes: and the- Prophets) 
are-epitomizd- andi contracted in this one Rate,” 

- Andagivis doſe andtlic Prophets, 10 1t 15 alſo; | 
the Law of Nature ," the Law writer upon the! 
Hearts and -Conſciences of all Men, and.written {| . 
upon the Tables of the Heart beforethe Law way. 
written upon Tables of Stone in'Mount Sinai. 

And this Law of Zove is more-cleared;,' more; 
improved, the obligation to it more/inforced and! 
pn 4s 9. by. many peculiar ' conſiderations: 
which the Goſpel affords, in which reſpects it'is4; 
New Commanaiggent; though a Commandment tog:! 
from the beginning z-writ fairer, and in more le«; 
gible and laſting Characters then before, upon the 
Heacts of all true Chriſtians, | F 


} #4 
_ 


 _— 
40 
» %* a 
| I 1 
b Fer 


® oc 
, 


CHAP- 


CHAP. Ik 


THE 


UNIVERSALITY 


OF 


Chriſtian Love. 


ECONDLY, It 1s to be aLove extended 
and enlarged to all ;, according to the other 
ſenſe and obvious notion of the Word i#- 
T1345: And fo to love iis: is to love 

Untverſally. 

| To this purpoſe the ſame Apoſtle $. Peter in 
'S his 22Ep. Ch. 1.7. in that rich Chein of Chri- 
les; ſtian Graces , Unto brotherly kinaneſs , or Love 
'F (faith he) add Charity. In the former Epiſtle he 

doth thrice commend Brotherly ve, Ch. 1, 22. 

Ch. 2. 17. Ch. 3.8. Bug:Chriitians muſt - not 

, only be grad Hexger; but to the love of the Brother- 
© | bood muſt be ſuperadded Charity, an Unerſat 
"| Love, a Love more enlarged, eyen to all men. 

This Chain of Graces mention?d in ver 5, 6, 7. 

"| (whereof the firſt is Faith, and the laſt Charity or 

Love) is.not compleat withour ſuch a Love. A 

Chriſtianis notcloathed and adorned compleatly, 

has not on all that he ſhould haye, except he be 

CG cloathed, 


_- 


6 


6 A Diſcourſe of 


cloathed with humility (as $, Peter ſpeaks, Ch.s5.) 
or (as S. Paul in Col. 3.) except he put on bum- 
bleneſs of mind, kindneſs, meckneſs, long-ſuſfering, 
and & va Thrus F dydwny , above (or over) al 
theſe put on Charity, or Love, which ts the bond of 


perfettneſs. 


AND this Chain of Graces mention*d by S. 
Peter is agreater Ornament to the inward Man, 
and js more valuable in che fight of God, then the 
richeſt Chain or Necklace of Pearls; as the ſame 
Apoſtle in 1 Er. Ch. 3. 4. ſpeaks of the Ornament 
of a meck_and quiet ſpirit, that It 1s of great price, 
highly valuable, and of as great account in the 
ſighr of God, as the bravery of Jewels, rich and 
gay attire, and curious dreſſings, are in the eyes 
of any in the World. 

And accordingly this inwardOrnament and Ex- 
cellency of Moſes his Soul, made him to be d56& 
Ty 9:6, fair to God, as the phraſe is uſed other» 
wiſe, in As 7. 

Moſes is ſaid to be the meekeſt man upon earth, 
Nut. 12.3. and conſequently moſt removed from 
bitterneſs, anger, hatred, malice; all which are 


near a-kin, and inſeparable Companions. And 
God being highly pleaſed with him, conferr'd the 
greateſt Honours and Favours upon him, and dig- 
nifted him above any under the Old Teſtament: 
He made choice of him for the greateſt and high- 
eſt truſts. He was a Prophet and a Prince, the 
firſt Ruler of his People in 1/rael for forty years, 
a King in Feſhnrun, Deut.33. and 4 God to Aaron 
(Exod. 4. 17. and ch.7.1.) He was a kind of Me- 
diator between God and the People; an illuſtri- 
ous Type of Chriſt, the Great Mediator, = the 

rea 


Chap. IT. 


contrary to Meekneſs and Charity , two Graces 
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| Chap. H. Chriftian Love. 17 
Great Prophet, of whom ſes ſpeaks, Dent. 18. 
A Prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up unto you, 
4 , , 
j | ke unto me. God ſpake to him Face to Face, 
f Mouth to Mouth, as one Friend to another ; took 
him into a more inward converſe with him upon 
the Mount.z where he was enabled to faſt forty 
R days; which abſtinence was ſo far from im- 


x iring the amiable air of his Countenance, that 
b is Face ſhined with a glory and luſtre too bright 
- for the People*s Eyes to look upon, till he put a 
| veil over his Face; as he afterwards appeared in 


Glory on Mount Tabor, he and Elias, who had 

' - the Favour and Honour (of all ander the Old Te- 

4 ſtament) to be and ſpeak with Chrift on the 
Mount. 

Such Honour from God had Moſes, who was 
eminent for Meekneſs, that inward Ornament 
Ml of his Soul ; ſo precious in the ſight of God, 

though mean in the Worlds account : As alſo 
eminent for his Charity, his moſt Fervent and He- 
; | foick Charity, that he had for all the People of 
” I 1/racl, offering himſelf to dy for them, to be blot- 
ted out of the Book of Life, Exod. 32. 
8 God yvalnes aChriſtian by the inward Graces of: 
by the Soul, by what the Sonl wears and is adorned 

with ; by Humblenefs of Mind, Meekneſs, Charity, 
Enlarged Love, and all other Vertues which are 
S* || the juſt accompliſhment ofa Chriſtian. God ya- 
h Ines not a Man by what is ontward in him ; not by 
” | what he wears; not by the Titles by which he is 
called ; not by his Relations, his Honours or 
Riches ; not by the Train and Retinue he hath : 
hy Theſe and the like add no inward real Worth, no 
© | ttuePerfeftion to a Man. 
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BUT now to return. Beſides this obſervable 
place in S. Peter , which contains an enumeration 
of thoſe Chriſtian Graces which adorn- and com- 
pleat a Chriſtian, the laſt of which is Love or 
Charity, added to Brotherly Love , a Love exten- 
ded toall; It may not be amiſs for the further 
clearing and enforcing of this Duty, to recount 
ſome other paſſages of Scripture, whereby it may 
appear, that a Chriſtian is obliged to this Enlar- 
ged and Vniverſal Love. | 

S. Paul preſlech the ſame Duty, whom S. Peter: 
calls his beloved Brother. To name ſome few places. 
'1 Thefl, 2. 12. The Lord make you to increaſe and 
abound in love one towards another, and towaras all 
men : not only in Brotherly love (of which he tells 


them in this Epiſtle he needs not write to them). . 


bur 1n a love extended to all men. 

To which purpoſe is that other paſſage in this 
Epiſtle, Ch. 5. Ver. 14. Be patient towards all men : 
And Ver. 15. See that none render evil for evil unto 
any man : but ever follow that which us good, both 
among your ſelves, and to all men, 

The like in Titus 3. 2, Put them 12 mind to be 
gentle, ſhewing all meckneſs unto all men. And this 
10 oppoſition to that in ver. 3. to living in malice 
and envy, hateful and hating one another : and ſuch 
we our ſelves alſo were ſometimes (faith the Apo- 
ſtle) namely before we were converted to Chriſt, 
before the power of the Geſpel had changed-us 
Into a better temper of Spirit. 


BUT what if men hate and curſe us, and per- 
ſecute us and deſpiteſi';, uſe us, muſt our Love 
be Enlarged to ſich Enemies? Yes, unto theſe, 
and (urely then unto all men; for none ſeem leſs 
tO 


A Dijcomſe of Chap.ll' Þ 


\ F -Chap. II. 
- to deſerve Love then ſuch, And therefore I will 


Chriſtian Love. 


only add one place of Scripture-more, that in 
Maith.-5. where Chriſtians (all that name the 
Name of Chriſt) are ſtriftly enjoin'd, Ver. 44. 

Firſt, T's love their Enemies : Here's the affeRi- 
on of Loye in the Heart, diligite corde;, in oppo- 
ſition to inward grudging, ſpight, rancour and 
malice. 

Secondly, To bleſs them that Curſe them : Here's 
diligite ore, here's Love in Word and Language ; 
1n oppoſition to the returning of railing for rail- 
ing. Tobleſs them is to ſpeak, either well or 
friendly to them, without bitter, or reviling, or 
defaming words; or to ſpeak well of them, fo 
far forth as there is any thing commendable or 
praiſe-worthy in them, or done by them. 

Thirdly, And not only to bleſs, but#o do good 
to them: Here's diligite opere, Love in deed and 


real acts. Some are mention*d in Rom, 12. 20. If 


thine enemy hunger, feed him ;, if he thirſt, owe 
himdrink; which are put for all other acts of Be- 
neficence. 

Fourthly, Ts pray for them. \N hich fort of ſpi- 


ritual Beneficence the pooreſt Chriſtian may 
ſhew to his Enemies, who may have lefr him lit- 
.tle or nothing, and fo diſabled him from doing 


good in an outward way; and if he had where- 
withal to do it, yet the Enemies might proudly 
ſcorn to receive it: But true Chriſtians whether 


. poor or not poor, may pray for their Enemiesin 
fecret, and in this way deſire and endeavour to 


do them good againſt their wills, and they can- 
not avoid this kind of Beneficence. 

Thus our Lord who practis'd what he preach*d 
prayed for his molt violent and virulent Enemies, 
when he was upen the Croſs ; and they are the firſt 
Tha C3 words 
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A Difcourſe of Chap. 11, | « 
words which he ſpake when he was lifted up on 
the Croſs, in the midſt of all the pain and ſhame 
they put him to, (as S. Luke records it, Chap. 
23. 34.) Father, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. And that diverſe were the better 
for this Prayer of Chriſt, ( which was an a& of 
real Beneficence to them ) may appear by what 
is ſaid, verſe 48. That the people bebolding the 
things which were done, ſmote their breaſts and re- 
turned: Which was the beginning of that re- 
morſe which did more deeply affe&t them at $. 
Peter*s Sermon, where three thouſand did not only 
{mite their breaſts, but were ſmitten to the heart, 
pricked aud wounded in their hearts unto repentance, 
Acts 2. 

Thus alſo S. Stephen, the firſt Martyr that ſuf- 
fered for Chriſt, and who had much of the Spirit 
of Chriſt in him, the Spirit of Benigaity and 
Charity, pray*d for his Enemies at his Jeath 
when they exprelſt the moſt violent and barbarous 
rudeneſs and cruelty, Lord, lay not this fix to their 
charge. And that ſome alſo were better for his 
Prayer, there is no cauſe to doubt. That it was 
for S. Paul , then Saul who had an hand in his 
death, appeared by his Converſion ſoon after. 
Hence that Saying, Ss Stephanm non oraſſet, Eccle- 
fia Paulum non habuiſſet. And to gain ſuch a one 
as he was tothe Church, was to the gain of many, 
His famous Converſion is related in A&s g. where 
it is alſorecorded, That the Churches then had reſt 
throughout all Judea, and Galilee, and Samaria, and 
were edified and multiplied, 
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THUS I have particularly explain'd the ſe- : 
veral Expreſlions in Marth: 5. where is enjoin'd 
by our Saviour Chriſt, a Loye extended and ens - 

bd | larged 


t, | Chap, II. Chriſtian Love. 
larged to all, eyen to Enemies, ſuch as ſeem leaſt 
to deſerve it. 
But then I muſt not omit the Reaſon of this 
Command ſo grievous to fleſh and blood : It is 
faid, in verſe 45. That ye may be the children of your 
father which 1s in Heaven, for be maketh his Sun to 
at riſe on the evil and the good, and ſendeth Rain on the 
the N|- juſt and on the unjuſt : i.e, That ye may approve 
re- F your ſelves, both to others, and in your own Con- 
e- F ſciences, that ye are the Children of God, born of 
S. | him, having the ſame benign Nature, and this 
ly | God-like affection in you. Take it briefly thus. 
itt, F Firſt, God hath his Enemies, thoſe that hate 
ce, | him; andhe is wrong?dand injurd by them,more 
| than you are or can be by yours. 
uf- Secondly, God hath done nothing at any rime 
tit F to provoke or hurt them ; but you may have done 
nd F it more or leſs at ſometimes to your Enemies. 
th, | God may juſtly ſay, as he doth in Aficab 6, 3. O my 
us ' people, what have I done unto thee ? and wherein 
ir | have Iwearied thee ? teftifie againſt me. 
u1s Thirdly, God hath always done them good ; 7: 
as | * of bis mercies that they are not conſumed : His 
Is | mercies are new every morning : And therefore he 
T. {| . had greater reaſon to be otherwiſe dealt with, ha- 
e- | ving deſerved infinitely better of them, then you 
ne F can of your Enemies. 
J. Fourthly, God is their Lord and Maker ; the 
re F infinitely perfect Being; they ace but yanity, and 
ff | as nothing before him. 
1d Fifthly, And yet God is neglefted, hated, worſe 
|} dealt with, and more unworthily uſed ; worſe and 
| more frequently and for a longer time wronged, 
# then you are by yours. 
G Sixehly, But though he is thus dealt with, and 
- 'N though he is ſenſible of all the Wrongs done to 
| C 4 him, 


him, yet he is patient and long-ſuffering; and 
this not per force and of neceſſity, becauſe he can- 
not help himſelf, ( which may be your cafe; but 
when it is in his power to revenge himſelf every 
moment, and ro break his Enemies in pieces, as 
eaſily as a Potter may daſh in pieces his Veſſel; 


yet he is ſtrong and patient, and He #s, ( as It is 


Luke 6. 35.) kind to the unthankful, and to twe evil ;, 
kind to thoſe that do not worthily reſent his kind- 
neſſes, but returnevil for good, which is the great- 
eſt-provocation that may be among men. 

And God hath ſhewed theſe riches of his good- 
neſs, forbearance, and long-ſufterings, upon a 
merciful deſign; that by heaping theſe coals of 
fire on their heads, he may melt them, that this 
his Goodneſs might lead them to Repentance 
and that by Repentance they might be qualified 
for the receiving of richer Bleſſings, and choicer 
Favours, Spiritual bleſſings in heavenly places in 
Chriſt ;, that a better Sun, the Sun of righteouſneſs 
might riſe and ſhine upon them; that ſhowers of 
bleſſing (Exzek, 34. 26.) the ſweeteſt Influences of 
Heaven, might deſcend upon them. 

This is God's nature and diſpoſition : And if 


ye are born from above, the Children of God,, 
then ye muſt be God-like, partakers of the Di- - 


vine Nature, Imitaters of God as dear Children, li- 
ving Pictures of your heavenly Father in ſuch an 
enlarged Charity and Goodneſs. 

Chriſtians are obliged to a Love as large and 
unconfined as God*s Love, who is good to all, and 
bi tender mercies are over all his works, (Pſal. 145.) 
The earth is full of the yoodneſs and mercy of the 
Lord, (Pal. ;3. and Pfal. 119,) The beams of our 
love of Beneyolence are to ſhine upon all, as 
God'sSun {hines upon all. (Sol non orignr uni aut 

| | alteri, 


CA Diſcowſe of Chap. II, * 
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alteri, ſed omnibus in commune, ſaith Pliny in his 
Rain) muſt ſhower down upon the juſt and nn- 


"And the Spirit that is otherwiſe affeed, (that 
is not thus enlarged into Deſires and Endeavours 


oF doing good to al) is not the true Chriſtian Spi- 
'rit of Love, but is either { 1ſt.) a kind of Fewiſh 


Spirit, or (21y,) the Spirit of the World : But the 
true Chr:/tian Spirit difters from both theſe, Not 
the contracted and ſelf-pleaſing Spirit of the Pha- 
riſees, or of the Publicans and Sinners of the 


World; but the more kii:dly and nobly-enlarged 


Spirit of Love, ( as it isin Godand Chriſt ) muſt 


be our Pattern, that ſo we may be the Children 


of God. 
And here it may be of great uſe to deſcribe 
theſe two ſorts of Spirit, from which the right 


Chriſtian Spirit muſt be at the greateſt diſtance, 


more enlarged than either of theſe two. 


I. THE Fewiſh Spirit was a low, contratled, 
lIrmited Spirit, confir®d only to ſome few in reſpect of 
Mankind, to thesr fellow-Fews, thoſe only of their own 
Nation, or of their way; viz, the Proſelytes who 
came over to their Religion, as the Greek word 
Ilgzonavle; imports. 

A thing ſo obvious, -that 7uvenal the Satyri/t, 
(who lived not long after Chriſt ) took notice 
of this temper of their Spirit in his days, ſo de- 
yoid of Civilicy and Charity. 


Non monſl rare vias eaden niſt ſacracolenti, 
LQueſutum ad 05209 ſolos diducere verpos, 
in Sat. Lt. 
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Panegyrick.) The love of our Beneficence (as his 
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A Diſcourſe of Chap. II, 
To ſhew the way to a Stranger that was at a loſs ; 
to ſhewa Spring of Water to a thirſty Trayeller, 
that was not of their Religion ; was but an eaſfie 
and ordinary Courteſie, a cheap Civility, that 
which any, the leaſt ſenſe of common Humanity, 
ſhould have made them willing to. And there- 
fere to deny this to any, except he were a Few, 
whatſoever his Diſtreſs was for want of a little 
Drink, a draught of cold Water ; and though he 
knew not which way to turn ina ſtrange Country, 
bow preſling ſoever his Occaſions might be ; was 
a barbarous and monſtrous piece of Inhumanity, 
And even ſuch it was judged to be by the very 
Heathens : And therefore as Tully relates, ( in Of- 
fic. lib. 3.) The Athenians were wont in their De- 
yotions to curſe aloud thoſe ( amongſt the reſt) 
that would not monſtrare viam. And yet the Fews 
were obſerved to deny todo this ſo eafie, and yet 
neceſſary, a kindneſs to any, but thoſe of their 
own Nation or Way. 

Nor did their Inhumanity ſtay here ; but to 
give you a further taſte of their bitter Spirit, and 
out of their own Authors, ( which by the way 
will make what was ſaid by Zuvenal, though an 
Heathen, to be their praftice, more credible: )» 
AMaimonides ( one of the moſt Eminent of the | P? 
Fewiſh Writers ) in Halach Rorſach, affirms it to || #* 
be their Duty, not to endeayour the ſaving of | £- 
any Gentile from the moſt imminent danger of | i" 
Death ; inſtancing in this, 19h 1wrR BY» Þ| # 
DBIU (TD NR NR; viz. If aGentile had fallen || 1s 
into the Sea, and was in manifeſt danger of drown- | # 
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A? 
ing, they were not to lend him an helping hand | © 
to ſave him from drowning : And he adds, that &} & 
In Levit. 19. 16. Thou ſhalt not ſtand apainſt the b; 
blood of thy Neighbour ; (5. e. Thou ſhalt not ſtand Þ} ff: 


by 


2p. 11, Chriſtian Love. 


by and ſee thy Neighbour periſh, and with- hold 
thy help from him.) This, fay they, is to be 
in behalf of a fellow-Few ;, but as for a Gen- 
[oy 187 1 IR, He is not thy Neighbour, and ſo 
by this Law thou art not obliged to ſave him, 
though in a caſe of moſt imminent danger. Which 
verifies that which Taciew (Hiſt. 5.) obſerves of 
the 7ews, Apud ipſos miſericordia in promptu, They 
were ready enough to ſhew mercy and kindneſs to 
thoſe of their own Nation and Religion ; but 
Aadverſus omnes alios hoſtile odium, They had a 
deadly hatred againſt and abhorrence of all 0- 
thers: Which the Apoſtle S. Paul doth alſo ob- 
ſerve of them, 1 Thef. 2. 15. That they were 740:y 
sr Igor ivavlioc, contrary to all men. And what he 
immediately adds, [ Forbidding us to [peak unto the 
Gentzles, hindering us from preaching Chriſt to 
them, that they might be ſaved, in turning from 
their Idolatries and other fins ] is the worlt of 
their cruelty, the very Gall of their bitterneſs. 
to So loth were they that the Gentiles ſhould have 


nd | any benefit by Meſſias, whom they would en- 


ay | groſs to their own Nation , that when S. Paul in 
an | his Apology came to thoſe words, That God bade 
:) | him co depare from Feruſalem, (where he was then 
the Y praying in the Temple, Acts 22.8.) For I will ſend 
to | thee unto the Gentiles ;, *tis ſaid verſe 23. That they 
of | gave him audience to this word : But then, as be- 
of || ing full of impatience and rancour, *tis ſaid, They 
wy | life up their voices, ard ſaid, Away with ſuch a fet- 
en | low from the earth, for it 15 not fit that he ſhould live; 
n- | «2d they caſt off their clothes, and threw duſt into the 
nd |} «r; which were expreſſions of their fury. And 
at | ſo when our Saviour Chriſt had mentioned to the 
he | Fews at Nazareth (in Lute 4.) God's particular 
nd || fayours and kindneſles to two Gemzles ;, one to the 

a Srdonian 
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| A Diſcourſe of EDoAp. 1 
Sidonian Widow of Sarepta, whoſe Barrel of Meg 
did not-waſte, nor her Cruſe of Oil fail, all th 
time that the Famine laſted, ( whereas no fuck, 
thing was done for any of the Widows in 1ſrael 
and whoſe Son alſo El:as raiſed from the deadys 
the other Favour done to Naaman a Syriax, whole B+h; 
Leproſy Eliſha healed (whereas no ſuch thing was 
then done tor any of the Lepers.then in 1/reel):Bhr 
both which Stories are recorded in the firſt and Fg, 
ſecond Book of Kings ; *tis ſaid (Ver. 23;) Thag” 
all in the Synagogue when they heard theſe things,” 7 
were fild with wrath, and roſe up, and thruſt bum” 1 
out of the City, and led him to the brow of the bill, 
that they might caſt him down headlong z they that F*. 
before. (in Ver. 22.) are ſaid to have wondered t FF 
the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth | 
(the words ſeem?d words of Grace to them, while p 
he preacht on thoſe Privileges in 1ſaiab:6.1. 1:YÞ 
but now are out of patience, and furiouſly deſign: F: 
his ruine, when he ſpeaks of any: atts of Grace F- 
and Favour which God ſhewed to the Gentiles. 


B Y this (little of the much which I might.ob» 
ſerve) may appear, how diſtant the Few+ſb Spirit $ 
was from that better Spirit and temper -which | f 
Chriſt. came to plant in the World ;- how ſtrait 
and contratted their Love was, determin'd only 
to thoſe of their Nation and Way ; and how thei 
Spirit (about our Saviour's time) was more eyes | 
and ſtrait then God ever commanded or als 
lowed. | \. 

For though God forbad them of old to-have any 
intimate familiarity with the Nations that were 
near them, which were then Idolatrous and abo- 
Minably Wicked, leſt they ſhould be drawn to do 
after their Warks, and depart from the true Gen 

all 
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jap. TT. Chrifian Love. 
4 his Service: Yet God did no where forbid 
n to expreſs that Humanity, thoſe Civilities 
eto any Stranger by the Law of Nature, which 
| Gad's own Law writ in the heart of every Man, 
ew or Gentile. Miich leſs did God command 
© Fthem to'be Inhumane and Barbarous to all that 
SF were not their Countrymen, to all other Nations 
«Fin the World; and when the cafe of any diſtreſſed 
ane F Gentile did need their merciful relief, 
0 l | Nor did they learn this narrowneſs, this harſh- 
4 F neſs and Cruelty of Spirit, from either Abraham 
F: ir father, Jo.8, or from Moſes, whoſe Diſci- 
rs they gloried to be, Fo. g. 


'F - 1; 'Foras for Abraham, the Story of his Lifei in 
we. ; ed 1s ſhews him to have been a perſon of another 
picit, a better, a larger, and more benign Spi- 
| *To felect only two paſſages in his Story ; 
L | by that in Ger. x8. from er. t. to the 9g 
* The: Text faith , Ir was in the heat f the day 
that be'was fitting at the door of hu Tent , as if he 
waited and long'd for an opportunity to ſhew 
* | kindneſs to: Travellers, at a time when their tra- 
# veiling might make them more faint, and there- 
fore more to- need-refreſhment. He efpies three - 
Strangers-(whom he knew not then to be Angels) 
aly | He runs to meet them; bows himſe'f to the ground, 
id accotding to the Civil Cuſtom of thoſe Countries; 
iQ | And addreſſing himſelf to 'one of the three, that 
M- | was of the moſt genteel preſence, and probably 
' | ſtood foremoſt, the other two Angels ſtanding be- 
WY Þ hind (and this was Chriſt, whom in his Journey 
[© | towards Sodom he calls Fehovah, and the Fudge of 
0- | the whole earth, and before whom he intercedes 
10 Þ for Sodom, they two being left alone, the other 
an Angels being gone towards Sodom, Ver, 22,) 


Abr abam 
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' 4 Difcourſe of Chap.11, 4 
Abrabam entreats him to do him the fayour 
to accept of a ſhort Dinner (If 1 have found 
favour. in thy ſight, &C. Fer. 3.) He makes haſt 
to get it provided for them. And though he 
calls it but ©N? 19 4 morſel of bread, Ver. 5. (or 
a bit of meat; Bread being put for all food) a 
ſmall Treat: Yet it was of the beſt things he had; 
Butter and milk, and 4 Calf that was tender and 
good, Ver.7. (which he himſelf ran to fetch from 
the Herd) and bread or cakes of fine meal, Ver. 6. 
and ofthis there were uſed three Meaſures, or Seabs, 
which made up our Buſhel: And all this for the 
Dinner of three Gueſts ; which as it was of the 
beſt he had for Quality,ſfo the Quantity of his Pro» 
viſion ſhew?d his Liberality, as bis (no mean Per- 
fon) waiting upon them at Table, did his Hami- 
lity, Yer. 8. which did further verify the reality 
of. his Hearty Complement , when twice in the 
Story he-calls himſelf their Servant. This is 4 
ihort Deſcant upon ſome parts of this Story ; the 
whole (if well conſidered) is full of moſt Hearty 
Kindneſs, a generous and chearful ſinglenefs of 
Heart, being the CharaCter of thoſe Ancient days, 
the Pcimitive Ages. 

The other paſſage in Ger, 23. (which I ſhall 
but mention) relating his Carriage to the Hverices, 
or Sons of Heth (when he would purchaſe of them 
a place for the Burial of his Dead) is full of Re* 
ſpect and Civility to them who were uncircumci- 
ſed Heathens : As they had ſhew'd themſelves ci- 
vil to him; ſo he was not ſhort of them in return- 
ing Civilities; and accordingly he teſtified his 
Reſpett and Thankfolneſs to them, by Bowing 
himſelf before them, and that twice, as is expreſt 
in Gen. 23, And this Behaviour of Abraban#s (be- 
ſides the former inſtance) argued a better and lar- 
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ior (8 Spirit, a better deportment towards Stran- 
nd £977» 20d even to Heathens;, a temper of mind far 
af |} different from the temper of the Fews in After- 
hy Ages : Though they calPd bim Father, and glo- 
-or {$#ied that they were his Children, yet they did not 
) a the works of Abraham, 

ad; 


md 2. As for Moſes, their Lawgiver; they learn 
not their ſtraitneſs and ſowrnefs of. Spirit from 
him. For as he was a Man of the Meekeſt, the 
b;. {| ſweeteſt Spirit upon Earth : So his Law did com- 
he mand kindneſs to be ſhewed to Strangers, that 
he || they ſhould not vex and oppreſs them, becauſe they 
were alſo Strangers in Egypr, Exod. 22. 21. but 
on the contrary ſhould love them, as God loverhb 
1 || the Stranger in giving him food and rayment, Deut. 
ty $2019. Yea it's ſaid in Levit. 19. 34. The Stran- 
he |} 257 that dmelleth with you, thou ſhalt love as thy ſelf; 
88 in Ver. 18. and elſewhere, Thou ſhalt love thy 
Neighbour as thy ſelf. Exod. 23. 9. Thou ſhalt not 
ty oppreſs a Stranger, for ye know the heart of a ſtran- 
of | 27> ſecing ye were ſtrangers in the land of Egypt. 
The words are very moving and pathetical. Ye 
know how a S:ranger”s heart is affected ina ſtrange 
land ; what the troubles, and forrows of his Soul 
are ; _ it is to be you and opprelled ; by 
our being in Exype, where your lives were made 
bitter by Sake ed you hard fervice and bondage : 
And therefore having had but lately ſuch a ſmart 
and ſenſible knowledge of being yand cruelly 
ſed, there is all the reaſon that ye ſhould not 
vex and oppreſs Strangers; but rather love them. 
And as you, when S:rangers in that land, would 
not that the Egyptians ſhould have vext and op- 
preſt you : So neither-ſhould you do the like evil 
to thoſe that are Srrangers in your land. Js oe 


nl © 
- Ls . 
) Ld 


. £4 þ - þ ag > RY - 
"" Lo : bo Ek < 1 EC * SOL TI IS . - » 4237's # R 

. ;_ » ;4 od PF - * o o % » _ $ Le A H > Ly - 

4." f » » "te" 4. z RF 
= _ ” , be 
* F: a 

<A Ds e.0 -hap. 

; n \\ o 


be the greater evil in you to do thug, becauſe ye, 
by ſuffering evil inthis kind, are from experience 
and feeling, more convinced of the groſsneſs of 
this evil. | 
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BUT ſee how the Fews in our Saviour's time, Þ 
(yea before and after his time) did evacuate F 
theſe Laws of Moſes, ſo full of Charity, and by 
what Arts they would excuſe themſelyes from a | 
Love enlarged and extended to all. 


1. By.the 11 or Srranger, they would haye to be 
underſtood only the 'Srranger INIW, that was. 
become a Proſelyte to their Religion, that was Cit- 
cumciſed,and took upon him theObſeryance of all 
the Laws and-Ordinances of Moſes : Andthis ſort, 
of Strangers or Proſelytes, were call'd Proſelytes 
Within-the Covenant TVTA MN and were as ev/ox- 
Jores, as the Native Fews, But as for the JUN Wt 
the Proſelytes that ſojourn 4 with them, ( called in” 
Scripture , - the Stranger within thy Gates ) that 
came to dwell amonglt them, and was not Cir- 
cumciſeg, nor took upon him the Obſeryance of 
all-the: Ordinances of oſes's Law, but only the 
Obſervation of the Seven Precepts of the Sons of 
Noah (the two firſt whereof were to renounce 
Idolatry, and to worſhip the only true God) +. And 
eſpecialy the Stranger that dwelt not within 
their Gates , but belong?d«to other Countries: 
They exclude both theſe, Strangers from having i] 
any intereſt in that Charity which thoſe Laws re-. 
quired ; and-not only this latter, but-the other : 
Stranger-roſelyte, were by them accounted 4+ 8 
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x0@vaec; as Gentiles, | 7 
But though it be granted that the Srranger that | £ 


was circumcaſed and a perfect Proſelyte, was to, 
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CHap. It: Chriftiau Love. | 3i —"- 
regarded by them more eſpecially; (as ſap- 
poſe Two were in equal danger or diſtreſs ; To 
KF onea Proſelzte of Fuſtice, or within the Covenant ; 
the other an uncircumciſed Proſelyte, or Proſelyte 
& of the Gate) yet this was not to exclude the Pro- 
ne /clyte of the Gate, or any other Stranger, that 
& needed their Relief and Charity : For theſe were 
of the ſame common ſtock and root of Mankind, 
partaking of the ſame Humane Nature; and ſuch 
to whom they were bound by the Law of Nature 
be "to ſhew Kindneſs and Mercy, as well as to do + 
Juſtice and Equity, as they themſelves would ex- 
| pett and deſire that the 4axigquaci, the Strangers 
aryl | of the Gate, or other Gentile-ſtrangers, (ould do 
to them in the like Circumſtances, \ 
_y _ To think and prattiſe otherwiſe, was highly 
F to diſhonourthe God of Nature; as if he were 
- not the God of Loye and Peace, but of ſowre Se- 
1in Þ Y<rity and barbarous Cruelty to all but to one 
l'F Nation of the World, the Nation of the Fews 3 
= | orasif God ( who is infinite Love, and Goodneſs; 
a *and Reftitude, and no Reſpetter of perſons, the Fa- 
LY. ther of all Mankind) were ſo fond of the Fews, that 
"of - they only were to receive kincdneſles of others, 
+ F but to return none; but on the contrary to re- 
Y gurn evz/ for good, £0 any but their own Country- 
hin men, 


£ 
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- 2, Another way whereby the Fews did excuſe 
ls | themſelves from a larger and more extenſive Love, 


Now F was by ſtraitning the Notion, ( as of 11 a Stran- 
> Þ ger, fo) of y7 a Neighbour, whom the Law did 
*M\". | command them to love, and by reſtraining ic to a 
nat | Jelow-Few ;, which was more then they needed, os 
to | Oughtto haye done. For ( not. to tepeat, what I 
| obſerved of a larger acception of this Word 

D [Netghbour] 


32 | A Diſcourſe of 
[Neighbour] in Scripture) although it be granted 


in the firſt place meant by Nesgbbowr in thoſe pla- 
ces ofthe Law : Yet the Word is not appropriate 
to ſuch, but the Notion of Neighbour 1s to be en- 
larged, to fignifie any other, though a Proſelyre 
of the Gate, or a Gentile-Stranger ;, eſpecially if 
he either needed, or had ſhewed Charity and 
Kindneſs. Yea, ſuppoſe ſuch a Stranger or Gentile, 
did ſhew Kindneſs and. Charity to a Few in Di- 
ſtreſs, when yet thoſe of his own Country and 
Religion did not : Such a one was more that 
Few®s Nezgbbour, then any of thoſe his Country- 
men; and he was mote bound to love that Stran- 
ger (thus diſcharging the Office of a Nezghbour) 
as himſelf. 

And in this ſenſe our Saviour Chriſt determined 
it, in the caſe of that Few, that lay wounded and 
half-dead, in the way from Fernſalem to Fericha ; 
ſhewing (in Lake 10.) that the Samaritan who 
had mercy on him, and took care of him in that 
ſad condition, was his Ne:zghbour ; and more truly 
and really his Neighuanr, ylicu ihe Prieſt and Le- 
vite, that only look*d on bim, and then paſſed by on 


liefto him in ſuch a fad caſe; though the Pref 
and Levite were his Counrtry-men, of his own Re- 
gion, and the San:ariten a Stranger from the 
Commonwealth of 1ſrael, yea, and much corned 
and hated by the Fews. Wo” 


BUT if Moſess Laws did not ſo exprefly and 
literally oblige them to Kindneſs and Charity to 
Strangers, Where did they oblige them to an 
eternal Hatred of all Nations but their own? 


What pretence had they for hating of all _ 
len 
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that a fellow-Few, one born or made a"7ew, was 


the other ſide, not miniſtring any charitable Re. ' 
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| Chap. IT. Chriftian Love; 
* Men as Enemies ? "that it ſeem'd to go for a Pre- 
© cept with them, and ſo our Saviour quoted it as 
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their ſenſe, Matrh. 5. 43. Te have heard that it bath 
been ſaid, Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour, and hate 
thine Enemy. Where, by the way, our Saviour doth 
not ſay, 7s dgyaios, to them of old time (i. e. your 


Three of the Ten Commandments are mention'd, 
which were God's expreſs Precepts to them. 


- This of hating Enemies was nowhere ſaid to them 


in the Law, but was their own ſenſe, which they 
inferr*d from this, becauſe God commanded them 
to exerciſe Severity to Seven Nations, (mention'd 
in Dewt. 7. 1, 2.) Not to make aleague with them, or 
ſhew them mercy. 

But the weakneſs of this Inference may thus 
appear. 

I. They were not commanded to be fo ſeyere 
to thoſe of any other Nation in the World be- 
fides: Nay, in Det. 22. 7. they are Commanded 
mot to abhor an Edomite, nor an Egyptian ;, though 
the Edomites were Enemies to them , and had 
ſhew'd themſelves ſuch in an high degree, Numb, 
20. 18. and though the Egyptians were Idolatrous, 
and therein different from them. 

2. This Severity allow*d againſt the ſeven Na- 
tions, was not unlimited; ſo as they might be as 
ſevere to them as they would, and to be ſo for 
ever. For it's more probable (from Foſh. 11.19.) 


that they were to procldim peace to them, as well 


as to other Cities and Nations (according to that 
in Det. 20.) which, by the way,ſhews, that Moſes 
did not oblige them to an hoſtile hatred of all but 
themſelves; for to offer Peace is an expreſſion of 
Good-will : And if they accepted of Peace, then 
they were to become 7 | — qo unto them, _ 

2 tenus 


Anceſtors the Fews) as in Verſe, 21, 27, 23; where 
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thus Solomon did not deſtroy the remainders of 
thoſe ſeven Nations in his Age, but levied. a Tri- 
bute of Bond-ſerviceupon them ( 1K:ngs 9g.) And: 
becauſe none of the /ever Nations, but the Gibeo- 
nites (that were part of the Hivites, one of thoſe 
ſeven Nations) made Peace with 1ſrae! (which 
implies Peace was offer'd them) but harden'd 


. their hearts, and ſtood it out, and would not ſub- 


mit to 1/rael, to their terms of Peace (one where- 
of was the relinquiſhing of their Idolatry, and 
owning the only true God) therefore were they 
deſtroy'd. / 

3. This Severity was allowed and appointed 
them, upon particular reaſons, and at that time, 
and for that Age: For theſe ſevex Nations were 
thoſe that poſleſs'd the Land of Canaarn,which by 
their abominable wicked practices had ſo provoked 
God, that he having ſhewn much patience - to 
them, and yet they continuing and encreaſing in 
their wickedneſs; when the iniquity of the Ammonites 
and other Nations was full (as it is Gen. 15.) when 
the meaſure of their ſins was filled up, he made uſe 
of the 7/raelites to execute his Sentence of wrath 
againſt them, to deſtroy them, and poſleſs that 
Land. And the 1/raelites were to be more ſeyere 
againſt them, leaſt, if they were ſpared, they 
might ſeduce them to Idolatry ( a fin to which 
Iſrael was prone) and to do after their abominations, 
aSit is in Deut. 20. 18. and ch. 7. 4. 

But this was no juſt ground for the Fews to ex- 
preſs their Hatred and Seyerities to all other Na- 


tions, and in all Ages ; and that upon the account 


of their differing from them ia Religion, or their 
not being of their Way. | 

And here, obſerve the ſtrange temper of the 
Femiſh Spirit, Where God commands them 70 oo 
their 


A Diſcourſe of Chap. mm 
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* their Nezgbbour, to love and not to vex the tran ger, 
© they ſtraiten the Commandment of love to fewer 
"then are meant, or the Law of nature requires : 


But where God commands them to exerciſe ho. 


- ſility againſt, and rot ro ſpare ſeven Nations, they 
extend this to more then are meant : And under 
| the pretence of their being obliged, to abhor, and 


to'oppoſe ſevenNations expreſgd in Scripture,and 
for a particular reaſon, they think themſelves al- 
lowed to hate nine times ſeven Nations, 63 of the 
ELXX Nations into which they ſuppoſed the 
World to be divided, from that in Dewt. 32. 8. 


AND by this time you have a full Diſcovery 


: of the Fewiſh Spirit z a labour of ſome pains, which 


I might have willingly ſpared, and not inſiſted ſo 


Tong upon this Argument ; but chat I thought it 
might be of good uſe (beſides the explaining of 
ſeveral Scriptures by the way) to lay before you 


the Narrowneſs and Straitneſs of the Fewsſh Spirzt, 
and to engage you, as you would tender the Ho- 
nour of Chriſtianity, to beware of this ſowre lca- 


wen of the Phariſees; as alſo, that by ſetting be- 


fore you the Unbecomingneſs and Unlovelineſs 
of this temper of Mind, you might be the morg 
enamour'd with, and endeavour after the true 


Chriſt#an Spirit of Love, of a Love more enlarged, 
into all Kindneſſes and Charities to all, | 


Wu. T HE Spirit of the World is a mean and (trait 


Spirit, 4 poor contratted Spirit. 


The temper and faſhion of the men of the 
World, the men of this earth, (as the Pſalmiſt calls 
them)-is to love thoſe that love them, Matth. 5. 
47. If ye love them which love you, &c. And there 
is no hacm in this, to render good for good, to 

| D 3 ſhew 


' (and it is-owing to ſuch as have been friendly,and F 
ſhewed kindnels to us.) But here Is to be — 


2 + Oo » 
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ſhew kindneſs, and pay Love where it is ow 4-44 


Ty < 


ſtood ,byoy,onty,which is expreſs'din the following 
words. 


If ye love them [Onely] which love you, is that' 


which our Saviour reproves and forbids, as bein 
an inſtance of that ſtrait, and low, and contr 
Spirit in the men of the World; yea,in the vileſt 
and worſt of them ; aboye which he would raiſe 
the Spirit of Chriſtians, all his Diſciples :- He 
would haye their Love enlarged and adyanced a- 
bove that pitch which the Men of the World 
(earthly men, who only reliſh and mind earth] 
things) attain to. | | 

\  Publicans, and Sinners, and Heatbens, love at 
this rate; they can love thoſe that love them, 


thoſe that have been kind to them ; - but as for 


others, thoſe whom they account Enemies, thoſe 
that have provoked and ill-treated them ; they 
are ſo far from loving them, from doing any good 
to them, that they meditate revenge , they bear 
ill-will to them, they plot miſchief againſt them, 
they deſire and contrive their hurt ; and if they 
ſucceed herein, they rejoice at the calamity they 
bring upon them. If others revile them, they 
revile again; if others have injur'd them, they 
are impatient till they be even with them ; and 
(as it is faid In Prov; 4. 16.) they ſleep not except 
they have done miſchief, and their ſleep is taken away 
unleſs they cauſe ſome ta fall, 

It is poſlible indeed ; yea, uſual, for Publicans 
and Sinners, to love in word and in tongue ; to 
pretend fair in looks or words, when as, at the 
ſame time,cnmity and war is in their hearts, ran- 
cour and malice boils withia them ; wg they 

atter 
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Chap. IT. Chriſtian Lov. 
Aatter with their tongut , their inward part is very 
{wickedneſs (as it is Pſ. 5, 9.) But this falſeneſs 


and diſſimulation in pretendingLove andKindneſs, 
- when nothing leſs is meant, 1s worſe then open 
- Hoſtility and profeſ#dEnmity:It is but a cover and 
-yizard to a more. deeply meditated revenge, and 
_acertainly intended miſchief ; as it is alſo an Ar- 


gument of a more courſe and ignoble ſpirit, a 
more ſneaking temper, to diſſemble, 
But our Bleſſed Saviour (in whoſe ſpirit and 


- mouth there was no guile) would have his fol. 


lowers to love in deed and truth; to love Enemies 
ſo; to love them heartily; to be as hearty and 
real in deſiring and endeayouring their good, as 


- the others are in doing evil to them. 


And thus to love not only Friends and Bene- 
faftors, thoſe that have loyed us, or are our Bre- 


'thren; but to love our Enemies, thoſe that are 


Unthankful, and render evil for good : And to 
Tove theſe, not only in word or appearance, out 
of a deſign to do them a miſchief more ſucceſs- 
fully; but to love them in truth and reality 3 to 
overcome their evil with good: To love ar 
at ſuch a rate as this, with a love enlarged in- 
'to true defires and endeavours for the good of 


Others, thoſe that- are contrary to us; this is 


to do more then Publicans and Sinners do; this 
is a more Noble, Heroick, .and God-like Love 
a Love reſembling the Divine Love, far exalted 
above that low, and narrow, and ſelfiſh Spiric" of 
the World, and above that vulgar and ordinary 
ſort of Love praCtis'd by the men of the World. 


T O return therefore to thoſe excellent words 
of our Saviour in atth. 5. 46. 


If ye love them which love you] 5. e. If ye love 
D 4 them 


Aa = ; 3 mn 
% 0 aY- ry 
= o k - : 7 
- - Ti ©5340 Id , # 
- ” . 
=- 
Pe Ly 
. T 
” 
_ 
» 
" 
. - 
. 
» 
= 
- o 


A” 


i ALL ans _ ues. "7 
Ne» —_—_ "+: l a fot ES ” On 
fe” n PO. - . IS - 7 | - : : . \ 7 \ wy 5 Þ 
by $54.8 » . "is - - 3 
- oe . F v % x FAS... 4.4 77 
X - "» l g_— n ©. I 


them onely, If ye ſhew kindneſs, and expreſs good:-* 
will to thoſe onely who have obliged you by kind- | 
neſſes and fayours, ; 

What reward bave ye ?] Tiva wid Eyels ;, or as | 
It is in Luke 6, mois vulv yeeus 34, What thank | 
w; have ye ? Both come to one; for ye; is the ſame 
with' ,36% here, and upon the like occaſion in 
SCripture. 

Do not even Publicans the ſame ?] Or as it is in 
Lake, for Sinners do alſo the ſame. Publicans, Men 
of the worſt note and Charatter; and therefore 
in Scripture, Publicans and Sinners, Publicans and 
Harlots are joined together. | 


= Fo. 79x 
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br 


Chriſt puts it here by way of Queſtion, What 
reward have ye ? What Reward can ye expect . 
from God ? He appeals to their ownConſciences; 
they themſelves could not think that the Publicans 
(Men of fo vilea Character) ſhould have a Reward 
from God : But if ye do but as they do, as they 
can do; What Reward can ye expect from God 

| for ſo doing? The very Publicans, the worlt of 
Men, do as much as this; they loye thoſe that 
love them: And if a Chriſtian is to excel and 
out-do the Scribes and Phariſees, who were deem-" 
ed the ſtriftelt Set; elſe no reward, no entrance 
into GoCWs Kingdom (Yer. 20,) much more then 
is he to out-do the Publicans and Sinners of the 
Jared.” 7 2-7 OY | 


— A © 6 © © © 
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T © the ſame purpoſe, and to engage Chriſti- 
ans'to a Love enlarged above the Spirit of the World, 
is that which follows in Marth. 5.47. And if ye 
Jalute( donetngs) your Brethren onely; (Some Greek 
Coples have glavs, your Friends onely; ) 76 aeerorly 
Tortirs , What do ye more then others 7 What extra- 
5 : ordinar”, 
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FA eordinary, what excellent, or eminent thing a- 
. | bove others, do ye? Do not. eventhe Publicans [+ ? 


q c Some Copies read «91x03, Do not even the Heathens 
# Jo?) 
-- By Brethren arehere meant, thoſe of your Kin- 
dred, or Acquaintance , or thoſe of your own 
# Country and Religion, Fellow-Jews z brethren and 
kinſmen according tothe fleſh, as S. Paul calls them, 
Rom. 9. 3. Or thoſe which have obliged you, doze 
good to you, {0 in 'Luke 6. 33. 
, © By Salute (dondtugs, If ye Salute) is meant all 
- outward expreſſions of affeion, as by Friendly 
embracing one another (which was the cuſtom 
of thoſe Eaſtern Nations in their meeting) or by 
courteous Compellations and Friendly askings of 
their health and wellfare (ſo the Syriack here) 
and wiſhing well to them. Salute it, in Matth. 
IO, 12. ISIN Lake 10. 5. Say, Peace be to this 
houſe: And fo it is as much as If ye be Friendly 
to —3; as Our old Tranſlation not unfitly renders 
theſenſe ; and in Luke 6. 33, If ye do good to—. 
What do you more then others ? Do not even Piub- 
licans ſo? Or as it is in Zuke 6. 33. for Sinners 
alſo do even the ſame. And what xaios (to uſe the 
word in 1 Pet. 2. 20.) What Honour, what Glory 
and Praiſe is it to do no more in this'kind then 
they ? Publicans and Sinners do all this, they can 
return Civilities and pay kindneſſes to ſuch as have 
been friendly and kind to them. This is no fuch 
difficult thing ; to love with ſuch a ſtrait and con- 
fined affetion : It is the common practice of Pub- 
licans, and Heathens, and Sinners of the World. 
* This is the way of Zove wherein they walk. 


BUT there is a?' vrseGboaiv 6ldg, 4 more ex- 
cellent way (as the Apoſtle calls it, 1 Cor, 12. wy] 
An 


_— 


higher and more enlarged Charity; an excelleng 
Deſcription whereof we have in Ch. 13, 


It becomes a Chriſtian to do more then others || 


here, as he expects to have more then others here- 
after; a fullReward.It becomes him to excel others 


in what is commendable and praiſe- worthy, and 


to out-go them in ſomewhat they cannot reach 
to: Otherwiſe he might have done what he does, 
and lived according to this rate, had he never 


heard of Chriſt, nor been acquainted with the _ 


Goſpel. 
* It ſeems the Life of Chriſt, (that faireſt and 


higheſt Pattern and Copy of the belt Life) it 


ſeems the Precepts of Chriſt, (the beſt Rules of the 


beſt Life) it ſeews the Eternal Reward, promigd | | 


in the Goſpel, which hath more brought to light 


Life and Immortality, then all the Philoſophy in. 


the World did : It feems that theſe, and none of 


theſe, have had ſuch a prevailing influence and 


power over him,as to engage and excite him todo 
more then thoſeothers ; to do that which is emi- 
nent aboye others; and particularly in this duty 
of Enlarged Love. 

For as for the Life of Chriſt - His Life (as his 
Spirit) was a Life of the moſt Enlarged Benignity 
and Goodneſs. He bath done all things well, ſay 
they of him, (Mark 7. alt.) who at his diffuſive 
goodneſs were aſtoniſhed above meaſure, umregns- 
eccxag more then above meaſure. Feſus of Naza- 
reth, who went about doing good, 3%; Siinbev curry” 
7#r, is the ſhort Character S. Petey gives of him 
in his Sermon to Cornelis, Afts 10. 38. 


And for his Precepts and Rules of Love; of - 


Love to Enemies, to thoſe that hate and perſecute 


us; there were never any Precepts or Rakes - 
| * 
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'F = and ſtrictly preſling, as thoſe given by Chriſt, 

"&he Great Lawgiver, Prophet and Teacher ſent - 
'from God: As never ſuch a Reward, ſo great 
'# Reward, promiſed, and aſſured, as the Reward of 
Eternal Life in the Goſpel, which hath browghe to 
light Life and Immortality. 


\ To conclude: It becomes a Chriſtian to be a li- 
ying Teſtimony to this, That Grace doth over- 
match Nature. The Scripture ſpeaks of the Power 
of Godlineſs, of the mighty Spirit and power of 
Chriſtianity : And is it indeed ſuch a powerful 
thing? Then it muſt ſweeten the ſowre and harſh 

- $pirit ; rettify the crooked diſpoſition ; cool the 

' hotand paſlianate Spirit ; ennoble the ſervile,and 
fix the vain heart ; and enlarge the ſtrait and con- 
tracted Spiricto a Spirit of Enlarged Love ; Love 


'F £0 all, to Enemies; to more then Friends, and Bre- 


faren, or thoſe that love us. 


BU T now to prevent all miſtake, and to re- 
move any ſ{cruple which may ariſe upon what hath 
been ſaid of the: Extenſiveneſs and Enlargedneſs 
of 'that Love, which is to be in Chriſtians : We 
are to conſider, that there is a Threefold Love, 
which we are to deal forth agreeably to the re- 
ſpeCtive Objects thereof. 


1, Of Benevolence, or Good-will. 
2, Of Beneficence, or Bounty. 
3. Of Complacence, Good-liking, or Well-plea- 


ſedneſs, 


1. As for the Love of Benevolence, or Good-will, 
this is to be extended to al men; of what rank 
and condition, or of what quality ſoever ; though 

| _ they 
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ed by us. 
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"C4 Diſcomrſeof Chap. 
they be never-fo unlike agdicontrary to us. All q 
men whatſoeyer” are the objefts of this Love, of 
Love under the manifeſtation of hearty Good-mill, 
and inward Pity. & 2 
And of ſuch Love and Compaſſion, and the Fruits F 
thereof, Sinners have moſt-need, becauſe they do 
not truly wiſh well to themſelves, they do not: 
pity and love their own Souls ;' as'on the contrary, 
of a good man tis ſaid, Heſoveth his own Soul, 
and, Doth good to bis own Soul (as it is exprels'd in 
Prov. 19. ver. 8. and Ch. 11. +7.) ' } ma 
The $S:mners of this world, that reliſh and pur» Þ len 
{ue the forbidden pleaſures ofthe Fleſh, or the un an 
me 
ne 
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juſt gains and advantages of the World ; thoſe: 
that mind eirher filthy Lucreg:or filthineſs of Fleſh | 
or Spirit ;, Chat walk after their own ungodly Luſts, | m: 
walk in the ways of their own Hearts, nd in the ſight Þ thi 
of their Eyes, committing Iniquity with greedineſy 5 | m: 
and thus are buſy to deſtroy themſelves (as if the} Ce 
Devil werg not aCtive enough, who goes abont ſeek- |} Sq 
51g whom he. muy devour ; but they will be aCtive to | ne 
help forward their own Deſtrution. }) Are not} (4 
theſe to be bewailed, and pitied ? (15s 

Theſe ( if any) ſhould belamented; and thon* } G! 
ſhould*ſt teſtify thy Good-wift and Compaſlion'to 
them in mourning over their ſouls; in diſcover- 
ing to them the danger their ſouls are in 7 in ſeg-' 
ſonably reproving and admoniſhing them; in af---{ co 
fording them thy prayers, thy counſel, and beſt | m 
help for their good. Wi 


AND that which doth moſt ſtritly oblige,and 'Þ| th 


- ſhould powerfully excite us to ſuch a Charity to- | fo 


wards the worſt of men, is the conſideration of |} be 
Chriſts PraCtice,whoſe Example is to be tranſcrib- Þ} tt 
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LFChap. IT. Chriftian Love. 
1 F- For our Saviour Chriſt manifeſted this Love of 


and\unworthy Ferufalew, which was thendefigning 
'to kill him, and therein expreſling its greateſt ha- 
I tred andenmity againſt him ; as it had X#/Pd the 
| = Prophets,and ſtoned thoſe that were ſent of God, 
#<( Math. 23.) and fo the City was become Macelum 
ny and Civitas Sanguinum, the City of 
loods, as it's thrice called in Ezekzel. 
And (which .is another circumſtance moſt re- 
'F markable ) when he Rode in Triumph to Feruſa- 
» Þ lem ſuch Hoſanna?s and Gratulations,ſuch Reſpetts 
4 and Honours being then performed to him, the 
| meek King of Zion, Propheſied of in Zach.g. as were 
{= | never done to David or Solomon, or any the moſt 


s, | magnificent King in 1/rael : In the midſt of all 
'F theſe triumphs, theſe Hoſanna?s and joyous Accla- 
'$ 4 mations, his Heart was melted into ail Charity and 
.F Compaſlion to the unworthy and bloody Feru/alem. 
J So we read in Zake 19. 41. That wh: be was come 
0} near the City, as ſoon as be beheld it, he wept over it. 
(And here it might have been ſaid, as the Fews 
ſaid at his weeping opon the ſight: of Lazarus's 
n' |} Grave, Behold bow be loved it) ſaying ( vey. 42. ) 
© Þ| If thou badſt known, even thou, at. leaſt in this thy day, 
'- | the things that belong unto thy peace, 
j- Never did a bleeding heart expreſs its inward 
-- .| compaſſion in more pathetical Language, in words 
t |} more full of Pity and Charity. This form of 
words ſeems abrupt, his Sighs and Tears ſupplied 
I the room of other words, which ſhould have made 
4 'Þ the Sentence compleat. And indeed, ſuch abrupt 
- Þ} forms of Speech are moſt Pathetical, they are the 
f Þ} becoming graces and eleggpcies of Sorrow : It's 
- Þ the proper Idiom of Grief, thus to expreſs it ſelf 
in half-Sentences, when the vehemency. of the oy 
war 


Benevolence and Good-will and Pity' towards ſinful. 


44 


'- 4 Difewſef ' ChapþlIJic 
ward Aﬀection, or a flow of Tears will not ſuffer 


the ſpeaker to utter all. $2 $(7 
He wept over Feruſalem, becauſe of its Stupidity, | an 
and Blindneſs, and Hardneſs of Heart; 'and/ be- F 4 
cauſe of the utter Deſtruction and Miſery which Þ de 
would therefore follow, about Forty Years after, Þ r« 
at which time a ſtrange Stupid hardneſs did polleſy eV 
them, as Ana one of their Prieſts complained, .} 
who was weary £0 live is Huw cvupogay draidilſtyls, | kt 
as 7oſephus relates, 
Chriſt had for three Years ſpoken to the Fewy | be 
by his Word and Miracles; endeavoured to gain I fir 
. them to the minding of the things of their Peace Þ an 
And now at this his laſt Viſitation of them, heſpeaks Þ fir 
to them by his Tears as well as his Words, to try | an 


whether theſe would affet them whom it ſo near- 
ly concerned. If thou hadſt known (or Othat thew'Y 5 
bad{t known, or knewe(t, as ſome render #s #4u;) 4} 
leaſt in this thy day; though hitherto,thou haſt not. 
known, but neglected and rejefted my Do@trine 
and Miracles, and the things of thy Peace ; yet if 
now, at leaſt in this thy day, the day ſpoken of by 
Zachary, the day of thy Viſitation, and that in a 
way of Mercy and Fayour. O that thou woul@EtÞ 
diſcern and believe to the ſecuring of thy own good 
and welfare. 

By this Love of Benevolence, Pity and Good-will, 
which Chriſt teſtified in ſo remarkable an Inſtance | 
to Fernſalem, he ſhewed himſelf to be the expreſs 
Image of his Father, the God of Love, and who is 
Love it felf : And the Example of God, is a fur-} 
ther Engagement to this ſort of Enlarged Charity 


to all. al 
, | G 

; GOD wiſhes well. and bears a Good-will to the | in 
Souls of men. He is g-ab4vy the trueſt Lover of Þ th 


Souls, 


\ A 
Souls, and wiſhes better to us then we do to our- 
Jelves, or any Friend to us. We have God's Oath 
and his affetionate Expoſtulation in Ezek. 33. 11. 
As Tlive, ſaith the Lord, I have nopleaſure in ( or, [ 
\defire not )the death of the wicked, but that the wicked 
tern from bis way and live. Turn ye,turn ye from your 
"evil ways, for why will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael ? 
Why are ye ſo ſtupid, ſo*hard of heart, as not to 
| know and conſider what concerns you ſo nearly ? 
And if theſe words (and the like inCh. 18, 32.) 
be meant of Temporal evil and ruine; and God de- 
fires not, nor delights in that which is the lighter 
and leſs conſiderable evil ; much lefs doth he de- 
fire,or delight intheic Spiritual andEternal Ruine, 
and in their Sin, the proper cauſe thereof. 
| No, he diſcovers riches of Goodneſs, Long-ſuffer- 
*g and Forbearance; and the end of this is ro lead 
ws to Repentance, He ſpeaks in a ſtill voice to our 
Hearts, by the gentle Sollicitations of his Spirit : 0 
He ſpeaks to our Conſciences in inward rebukes 
and checks for Sin : He ſpeaks by his Providences, 
his works of Judgment and Mercy : He ſpeaks 
by his Word; and by the Miniſters thereof doth 
beſeech us to be reconciled to him, and ſo mind the 
things of our peace. He,who hath been injur*d and 
diſhonour?d by us; He, who is Almighty,and fears 
usnot, if Enemies; He, who is All-ſufficient, and 
' needs us not, if Friends; He ſeeks unto us, that we 
be at Peace with him, from whence no Benefit will 
redound to Him, but to Us. 


| Thus we have a ſhort View of God's Good-wilt, 

and of ChrifPs Charity. And O, how ſhould the 

ſame Free Charity and Good-will ſhew forth it ſelf 

he} in us to others; to the Souls eſpecially of 0- 
thers ! bas 
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2. A'S for the Love of Beneficence, this is alſo 
to be extended to at men, ?Tis not enoughto wiſh 
well. Bare Benevolence the Philoſopher in his 
Ethicks calls agydv eialay, a lazy, vain and fruit- 
leſs Friendſhip. As Faith without works iw'a dtad 
fith, a vain faith, being alone ( Fames 2.) So Love 


- without agreable effects, is a cold, dead and vain 


Love,being alone. To g990a, Benevolence,thenmult 
be added eyrgyeria, Beneficence : And it will beſo, 


where the inward Aﬀettion is ſincere and- real. - 


Theſame Greek word [ a nabru; ] Simplicity or Sin- 
eerity of Afettion,imports allo Liberality and Bown« 
tifulneſs, as it is well tranſlated in 2 Cor. g. 

To Wilk well, is Friendihip in the root, Lovein 
the Springhead : To Do well is Friendſhip inthe 
fruitful Branches, Zove in the Streams. Our doing 
good therefore, mult ſpread as large as our wiſhing: 
good; Both muſt be to all men. This is fitly.. 
calPd Humanity, which is to extend as far as Man- 
king, all 'of Hutnan Race ; though evil and un» 
thankful; for God's Bexeficence is as large. 

Ov Teonto, «xXx 2vledas, faid the Philoſopher, 


when he was reproved for giving to a bad man; I 
conſider not his manners (ſaith he) but his needs 5-1 * 


giveit to himas a mar, not as a bad man. 


BUT herewe are to confider,that this Love of | 


*Beneficence is not equally t6 be diſtributed to all 


men. The Apoſtle who commends the Corgnthi- 
ans for their liberal communicatiyg unto the Saints, 
and to all men ( 2 Cor. 9.13, ) and who exhorts® 
the Galatiaris ( Ch.6. 10.) to do good as they bad 
opportunity, or ability, to all men,yet adds a uedaire, 
eſpecially unto them who are of the hauſhold of Faith ; 
Ceteris paribus to them in the firſt place, or rather 
then to Heathens to the believing Chriſtians who 
aro 
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b, are of Gods Family and Houſhold'; the greater 


” part ofthis Love is due to theſe. APY. 1s D262 
" "And ſuch a ware or eſpecially is obſttyed- by 
God in his Beneficence towards men, who is there- 
-fore-ſaid ( 1 Tim, 4. 10.) to be the Saviour of '\ulb 
men's uwanize mid, eſpecially of them that believe, 
of of the faithful, i: e. of Chriſtians. God by. the 
care of his merciful Providence preſerves all his 
Creatures, is the/preſerver of man and beaſt (Pſ.36,) 
the Saviour of all imen, but eſpecially (more parti- 
"culatly,) of Chriſtians and Believers, thoſe of his 
hoaſhold ; to {ſave them from; or ſupport them 
mder their preſſures and troubles, when they 1«- 
bour, and ſuffer reproach, (as it this Verſe, xon:@uty, 
$ weed uCb ue Sa, OL ayurntous3a,as ſome Greek Cor 
_ read it ) and when they hope in the Living 
God. © : 
ly. # And as we are eſpecially to do good to Chri- 
; | ſtians;' thoſe of God's Family, to teſtify a greater 
| meafure and degree of this Love of Beneficence to 


them" then to-Heathens and Unbelievers, Cateris 


paribu; : So amongſt Chriſtians, thoſe that do moſt 
| that worthy name,that approvethemſclves 
moſt ſuch- in all thoſe Graces and Vertues which 


. F accompliſh-andadorn a Chriſtian, they are to have 


the'greater ſhare of our Love; as alſo thoſe that 
have been inſtrumental to our good. 

- Yea further as to thoſe that are of God?s hou- 
ſhold,” ſo to rhoſe that are of-our own houſhold, 
thoſe that are our kindred and nearly related to us. 


*s.. If any -provide not for bus own, x; ads Tay cinhiay,' 


and eſpecially for thoſe of his own houſe, he 1s wor ſe then 
an Infidel, 1 Tim. 5.8. 


| SOME underthe pretence of this place (which 


| by the context appears, rather-to commind the 
; E care 
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care. of Children for their Parents, then Parents: 
care in praviding for their Children ;. though that, 
be alſo fo be minded ) think that they caninever | 
exceed in thoughtfulne(s,ordo tao mach in provid- 
ing for theirs, that ſo they may not be worſe: thew 
Infidels: Whereas by this means. they become, 
what they would avoid, Infidels, and worſe then In« } 
dels, through their unbelieſ and diſtruſt of God's - 
Providence and Bleſling ; while they are fo folli- 
citous and eager about the World; with all their 
might and art, to ſcrape ſtill more of the World, | 
to leave them as wealthy as they .can, and make 
them as great as they can; by which means, they 
more hazard the eternal eſtate and concerns.of 
their Relations, who are tempted hereby, to live 
according to the courſe of a vain and wicked 
world, tempted to pride and luxury, and the like 
ſins, which not ſeldom bring them to want and ' 
Tuine here alſo. Whereas by a moderate careand 
decent Proviſion for them, they might have better [| 
ſecured the welfare of their Souls, and the conkti« 
nuance of their Houſes. And nag w6duar | 
of ſuch great abundance, might haye been r 
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for, and employed upon, pious and charitable 
uſes and eccaſions ( and ſo their Beneficence would 


fi 


baye ſpread to the Comfort of many, and 
might have been as Fathers to the needy, as Fob 
of himſelf.) And ſome part of ſuch an Eſtate em- 
ploy'd to a more Publick Good, would: have been 
a means to ſecure that other proportion of Eſtate, 
diſpos'd to the more particularly related to:them: 
And if it were ſo, there is a greater ground of hope: | 
that -God would bleſs it, and them that enjoy it; 
Beſides, a truer Greatneſs, a fairer Name, and 
greater Honour is procured by fuch diffuſive Cha- 
rities, that reſpect the good of many : —_ 
ye 
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Chriſtian Love. 
are Loved and Honoured by all,and when 
aredead theirname is had in everlaſting remem- 


, 


Þ brance. Tis not Abſalon?s Pillar that he built, ior a 
- ſtately Marſolewm; nor magnificent Palaces which 


men call after their own Names, nor coſtly Tombs, 
nor pompousEpitaphs that ſhall ſecure theMemory 


| of rich and great men, or Eternize their Names ſo 


much, as the deyoting of ſomewhat of their Eſtates 
to the ſervice of Religion (whereby the welfare of 
many Souls is endeayoured ) or to other Publick 


\ Uſes; either for the comfortable being of others 
- that are Aged, or Sick, or Needy, (as in ereCting,or 


better endowing Hoſpitals, or Alms-houſes) or for 
the training up of thoſe that are young, and rend- 
ring them more fit to be uſeful in the World, (as 
in founding, or endowing Schools and Colleges ) 
the fruit of which Charities is likely to be for ever. 


ONE thing more is to be added, that although 


| this Love of Beneficence, is C eteris paribus ( where 


circumſtances are alike) firſt, and more eſpecially 


 andin agreater meaſure to beextended to thoſe of 


our own Houſe, and are near us, rather then to 
others that are more removed from us; to Chri- 
ſtians, rather then to Heathens and Infidels ; and 
amongſt Chriſtians to thoſe that are ſuch in reality, 
and in an erflinent depree,rather then to Chriſtians 
inname and profeſſion only ; to good men rather 


- then to the evil : Yet. it may ſo fall out that even to 


Vitious and Unworthy Perſons this ſort of Love is 
rather to be extended ; and that is upon the exigen- 


-. cy of their preſent condition, if it be ſadly calami- 


tous, and their wants are preſling aboye meaſure. 


3, AS fortheThird & Laft fort of Love,the Love 
of Complacence, Good-liking, and Well-pleaſedneſs ; 


| Fhis being the moſt precious ſort of Love, is not 


E 2 to 


50 


to be pout'd out: ſo diffuſively as that either of 
Benevolence or Beneficence, it is not to ſpreadoutſa 
large as either of them. We may with well toall 
men ( even to thoſe that are evil) but we may not 
delight or take pleaſure inall men ; but onely -in 
ſuch as are truly good, or art leaſt are ivfs70? 5g Bus 
olxeay 7% 345,404 bopeful preparation for the Kingdom 
of God, and not far fromit. 

Thus did David, as he ſpeaks, Pal. 16. 3— to 
the Saints that arein the earth (or upon theearth) 
to the excellent, in whom is all my delight, Whete 
by the way obſerve. that he calls the Saints or 
Good Men, D'W1R great men ; the word is ren- 
dred the Nobles in Fudg. 15. 13. Nehem. 3." 5; 


Fer: 14. 3. It ſignifies Illuſtrious' and Magnificent 


and Glorious ; Such are the Saints in God's eſteem, 
and in his, as partaking of the Holineſs and Image 
of God, then which nothing doth more ennoble 
the Soul, and makes it more Honourable and: Glo- 
rious. In theſe Saints, good men, and therefore 
great men, the truly excellent ones, was his delight, 
all bis delight. TI will not know a wicked perſon (faith 
he, Pſal. 101,) not know fo as to approve and de- 
light in; But 7 am a companion ( ſaith heg Pal. 
IIg. 63.) of all them that fear thee and keep thy pre- 
cepts. With ſuch be loved to aſlociate hag he 
delighted to converſe with them: And herein 
David's heart was after God's heart, The Lord 
raketh pleaſure in them that fear him, Pſal. 14-7. 


I T is true that our Saviour Chriſt did converſe 
(while he was upon earth) with all ſortsof men, 
with Fews,,Samaritans, and Gentiles, with Publicans 
and Sinners : Upon which ſcore the Phariſees did 
twit him more then once, murmuring at his going 
to the Houſe of Levi or Matthew a Publican, when 
invited to Dinner there, where there were alſo 

| many 


A Diſcouſe of Chap. II, © 
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* Chap. 1]. 
# many Publicans and Szmers at Dinner. But this 
* was rather an High Praiſe and Vertye in Chriſt, 
- thena thing to bereproved; and ſhewed the gfeat 


—y 


Chriftian Love. 


Benignity of his Spirit, accompanied with a deſign 
of doing them good : For where ſhould a Surgeon 
or Phyſician be but among the diſeaſed and ſick, 
where there are moſt that ſtand in need of their 
relief? Chriſt was ſeat by God upon a merciful 
deſign; into the world, as the Great Phyſician to 
heal the World, to call Sinners to Repentance. 
The Phariſees were as ſick and diſeaſed as others, 
but they thought themſelves righteous,and whole, 
and not to need this Phyſician. The Pub!icans and 
Sinners were made more fenſible of their danger, 
and their need of him: And he is as ready to cure 
them ; and to this end doth freely conyerſe with 


them; and if invited by them, or falling into their 


company, he did not decline them; yea ſometimes 
he would invite himſelf, as he did to Z aches 
houſe. 

Not that any man is hence to embolden himſelf 
to a free and inwardly familiar and delightful fre- 
quent converſe with Sinners; eſpecially with ob- 
durate and hardened Sinners, ſettled in Sin, and 
ſcandalouſly Wicked. For as Chriſt was rooted 
and grounded inthe Love of God, and not to be 
ſhaken with any tentation from the world ; -as he 
was of a perfectly healthful and ſtrong (as well as 
pure) Conſtitution of Soul, ſo that he was not in 
danger of any hurtful infetion or contagion from 
the worſt company : So Chriſt conyersd with Sin- 
ners, not out of Delight and Complacence in ſuch 
company, but ont of Charity and Compaſſion in 
order to their Cure, as the great and gracious Phy- 
ſictan of Souls. And if thou wilt imitate him 
therein, thy converſing with the Sinners of the 
E 3 world 


' _c{Diraeſeef Chap F 
world muſt be out of the ſame deſign of Spiritual F © 
Charity ; in order to the winning of to 
Goodneſs and Vertue, or at leaſt ro the reſtraining 
and checking of their Sin: It ſhould be accom- 
panied with the ſhewing of thy diſlike and deteſta- 
tion of their wicked courſes. 

Otherwiſe there is to be no frequent and fami- 
liar and complacential converſe with ſuch; eſpe- 
cially when upon thy endeayour to reclaim them 
they appear obdurate ſinners, ſettled in their wick- 
edneſs, and ſmall hope appears of working any 
Good upon them. 

And though Chriſt's Love of Good-will was to 
all, yet his love of Complacence and Good-liking was , 
to his obedient Diſciples, his ſpiritual kindred z 
according to that paſſage in Zaerth. 12. ult. He 
ſtretched forth his hand towards bus Diſciples, and 
ſaid, Bebold my Mother and my Brethren ;, For who- 
ſoever ſhall do the will of my Father which is in Hea- 
wen, the ſame 1s my Brother, and Siſter, and Ma- | 
ther. | 


AND thus S. Paul, though out of tender 
Good-will and Compaſſion to Souls, he was willing . 
to become all things unto all men ( yet ſo as without 
Sin) that be zyight by any means ſave ſome (2 Cor. 
9.21, and Ch. 10, wit.) Yet thoſe who were truly 
Saints, were his Foy and Crown, his dearly beloved 
and longed for, or much deſired) fo he accounts the 
Saints at Phlipp:; whoſe Faith and Converſation 
worthy of the Goſpel, he xemembers with joy and 
greateſt ſatisfaCtion,in his Epiſtle tothem. Others 
had his Good-wil, theſe his Delsght and Compla- 
cence ;, theſe he had in his heart, as he ſpeaks, Ch. 1.7. 

There is to the ſame purpoſe a pathetick Ex- 
preſſion of $. Paul concerning the Belieying Ro- 

| mans, 


| nan, (Ch. 15. 24.) 1 truf teſer you in my journey 
| towards Spain, aud te be oy A ny way thithey, 
if rſs 1 be ſomowhet filled with you, vuir bjpmands ; 
Jour company. Somewhat filled, or in ſame 
' ſore ( fo the ſame words «To wigue are rendred 
Fer. 15.) in ſome meaſure be filled, or bave ſatis- 
fied my ſelf in the pleaſure of having ſome Cam- 
munion with you, But the Syriack, rendred the 
Greek ypir innnrts by [RONITO NDBINR which 
| Eremelinw thus renders, quaſi adore aroma- 
yan fuero tn vs vos. Fhe Commu- 
nion of Holy Souls, the Spiritual Converſe of ſuch, 
how ſweet and delightful, how aromatical, more 
then a bundle of Spices ; no ſweet Odors ſo grate= 
ful, ſo refreſhing, ſo delightful as the Society of 
well-agreeing Souls ! 


THAT therefore which makes a perſon an 
Object moſt properly capableof this Love of Com- 
placence ( the moſt precious ſort of Love ) is true 
and real Goodneſs, the participation of the Divine 
Nature in Holy: Sorts, or Divine Beauty fhinmg 
out in the Spirit and Life of a Chriſtian. 

It may be Evidenced thus, 

God moſt High, is the Firſt Fair as the Firſt 
Good, the Firſt Beauty, Excellency and PerfeCti- 
on : And conſequently nothing can make a Crea- 
f ture more Lovely, nothing can raiſe a Soul to more 

'S Excellency and Perfection, then the Participation 

of God, the nearer a Creature comes to reſemble 
_. God: There is nothing Higher, nothing Better 

in a Soul, then the Image of God; and there is 
nothing more precious and dear to God then 
revoubilag of him in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 

lineſs. Thisis his Delight, and ſhouldbe ours. 
Righteouſaeſs and true Holineſs ( which is the 
, E 4 moſt 
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moſt-Excellent Participatien and Image of God) 
qualifies us for Converſe with' God, and Ang 
and the Spirits of juſt men made perfeft, who woul 

' rejoyce inus ; as it qualifies us to: be the proper 
Objects of this Love of Complacence in Good Men. 
Without this, we cannot be of the Fouſhold of God, 
nor Fellow- Citizens with the Saints : | Without this, 
we are not in a capacity for-the Enjoyments/and 
Delights of Heaven, we ſhould not know what 
todo in Heayen, how to behave ourſelves-there, 
hoiw to conſort with the Citizens of the Fernſalem 


above. 


47 
e 


SETS A A ERAS: IR , od» 5 x ” 
gh 4 T ARA i. 4 ad "of  * * be \ Y 6 , *} . 
y v «> - : : , h S$ : Jy 
-” - w * 
- Mu ” . E 2 x by - n 
* w &/ 
| e : 4 A A ” = 
. " 
> b Y 
\ 
- E 4 


d _ 


IPRA RS ESC 5 © 


CHAP. 1” 


— th 


THE 


PURITY 


Chriſtian Love. 


HIRDLY, Itisto be a Pure Love, Love 
out of a pure heart. 


T his is another Scripture-Charatter of 
that Zove wherein Chriſtians are to walk. Love 
out of a pure beart, 1Tim. 1.5. And 1 Pet, 1, 22. 
See that ye love one another with a pure heart (or out 
| of a pure heart, 3 xallaggs xagdhias, fo render'd, 
1 Tim. 1, «5 

. 

Pure it : muſt be, 

I. To diſtinguiſh it from that groſs, Senſual, 
Carnal Love, which is found amonglt thoſe that 
are Companions in Iniquity. 

1, Whether it be in doing yiolence to others. 
Such a Love and Friendſhip amongſt a knot of 
Thieves and murdering Robbers, Solomon doth 
deſcribe, Prov. 1. - Come with us (ſay they) Caff 


in thy lot among us , let 14s all have ane purſe @ We 
ſhall 
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all find all precious ſubſtance, and fil our bouſes 
ec7p ot Thus they entice others to their. .S0- 
ciety, and thgir Sin (for Nemo facile ſolus peccat,, 
ſaith S. Auſtin lib. 2. Confeſſ. Cap. penult.) But ſuch 
a Love as this tends to the huet and ruin of ſuch 
Companions here and hereafter : And they lay 
wait for their own blood, and lurk privily for theer 
own lives (z.e. they are ative to their own de- 
ſtruCtion.) ſaith Solomon, Ver. 18. even when they 
are deſigning the deftruCtian of others, as it js = 
Ver. 11. They ſay, Come with w, let us lay watt 
blood, let us tmrk privily for the innocent without canfe. 
2, Or whether it be in x«nring to the ſame ex- 
ceſs of riot, with thoſe whoſe courſe of Life is a 
courſe of Luxury and Intemperagce, having their 
ſet meetings for ſuch revellings ; Mea that are 
mighty to drink Wine, and men of ſtrength to mingle 


ftrong drink,; for which theſe Senſualiſts love and 


delight in one another. 


Bur it is no true kindneſs to entice others to 


{uch a courſe of life as tends (beſides the waſt of 
Eſtate, and of what is moſt prectous, Tine ) to 
the ruin of Health and Body; and tothe woful ruin 
of the Soul; if unrepented of, and unforſaken. 

3. Or whether it he in Chamberivg and Wanton- 
neſs, laſciviouſneſs, or the luſt of the fleſb, which 
is an /mpare Love, and particularly caWd Unclean- 


neſs. 
AND this Impure Love (ar rather Luft; for 


inordinate, impure and forbidden Love is Luſt } 


as it was amongſt the Gentzles, who for their fins 
were by the jult judgment giver: up to vite affetts- 
ons (Rom. 1. Te dTinies diſhonourable paſſions) ſ0 
it was found amongſt a vile ſort of Chriſtians, 
call'Sby the Ancients Grefticks, from their Pres 
tence 
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Lev droues ( 2s S. Part calls it ) & knowled®e falſly 


| ſacalled;, for it did not tend to better them, bur 
+ their principlesdid lead them to all Impurity, and 
' #0 Whrk all uncleanneſs with 


dineſs. 

Such as theſe began betimes to diſhonour the 
pure and undefiled Religion of Chriſt, and co cur 
the grace of God into laſciviouſneſs,asS. Fude ſpeaks, 
in whoſe Ep:fHe they are calPd Spors in your Feaſts 
of Charity. They came to the Chriſtian dy dre, 
or Love-feaſts, but they were the reproach and 
diſhonour of the Chriſtian Profeſſion. And inthe 
2 Epiſtle of S. Peter,chap. 2. they are call'd Spors and 
Blemiſhes, They ſpake indeed (as he ſaith, ver. 18.) 
great ſwelling words of vanity 4 this was an inſtance 
of that ſublime and unordinary yvorrs to which 
they pretended ) but it was to allure to the luſts of 
the fleſh, through much wamtonneſs ;, and { ver. ig.) 
while they promiſed liberty to them that they did 
thus allure, they themſelves were the Servants of cor- 
ruption,Slaves of luſt and debauchery,being entans- 
led in the pollutions of the World, Ver. 20. 

Much more of their vile Char2Cter we have in 
theſe 2 Eps#les ;, as alfo in ſome of the ancients, in 
Irenens, Clem. Alexandrins, Tertullian, Epiphanins, 
Euſebius; yea, in a Philoſopher, Plotinus , who 
wrote againſt them an excellent Diſcourſe. 

Amt yet for all this, they gloried-in a ſtrong 
conceit of their ſpecial relation to God, and near- 
neſs to him. Plotinus ſaith they were wont to 
ſpeak to their Proſelytes in ſuch flattering Lan- 
guage as this, ov is 947 rig, &c. Thow art a Child 

God, but others are not. And ſo Irena faith, 
they call'd themſelves, oniguare inxoytias, the ſerd 
of eleftion, and ( as Clem. Alex. ) Baoitec wards, 
the Children of the King ; and therefore above the 

| | Lay : 
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Law : For others indeed which were Juy:xdi, Car« 
nal (as they calPd all but themſelves) they.were to 
mind Temperance,and Chaſtity,and good Works, 


elſe they could not be ſaved; but as for themſelves, F 
they had no ſuch need to mind them; but becauſe - 


they were Spiritual, they ſhould be ſaved; and 
they affirmed, it was impoſlible for them not to'be 
ſaved, in whatſoever actions they were engaged 
and therefore the 6 T7-an07a70 might wzyra deg 


mea] do all things without fear : And ſuch was 
their Filthineſs, that they were fitly calPd Barba- 


rite by the Ancients, the dirty. SefF;, to which that 
of S. Peter agrees, where he compares them to the 
Sow wallowing in the mire. | 


THERE is the Filthineſs of Fleſb and of Spirit, 
mentioned in 2 Cor. 7. 1. to both which, this Pure 
Love, or Love out of a Pure Heart, is oppoſed. 

[ Love ont of a pure Heart. ] The Scripture 
ſtill lays the great ſtreſs upon the Heart, and re- 
quires that ſhould be firſt lookt to, for out of it are 


the iſſues of Life or Death. Prov. 4. Except this 


Spring be pure, and kept clean from all defilement, 
the Streams will never be pure and Chryſtalline. 
And if there be Purity in the Heart ( if the heart 
be cleanſed from the love or liking of all, either 
Worldly, or Fleſhly Luſts ) then all other Purity 
will follow, Purity in Life and Converſation. 

It was therefore the beſt Counſel, and the onely 
right Method}, which our Saviour Chriſtdid pre- 
ſcribe, ( He, who was the Wiſdom of. God, the 
beſt Guide and Director of Souls, as the beſt Phy- 
ſician for ſick -and diſeaſed mankind) that in 
Matth. 23. 26. Cleanſe firſt that which is within, 
tbat the outſide may be clean alſo, 


But 
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» þ i But more fully doth our Saviour Chriſt inſiſt 
- ypon'this, in that beſt of Sermons, his Sermon on 
Mount. For whereas the Scribes and Phariſees 

F thonght it enough forthe keeping of the Sixth 
FF Commandment, to abſtain from atual outward 
qa {| Murder; and fo for'the keepingof ' the Seventh 
z& | Commandment, toabſtain'from the groſs and out- 
|, | ward acts of Adulteryand Uncleannefs , "whereas 
»s | inithe:mean time they © cared not though their 
x | Heartswerefull of Raneour and Malice, and inve- 
4. |} teratehatred againſt:their Brother ; and though 
at |} they had their Hearts full of Luſt, and'Eyes full of 
A : Our Bleſked Saviour (the beſt Maſter of 
Morality and good Life) forbids the undue moti- 
 onsofithe Heart to either Sin, the inward tenden- 

et, {| cies and inclinations toSin, with the firſt occaſi- 
'"P ons and incitements thereunto : He forbids the 
murder of the Heats, aswell as of the Hand ; and 

re not onely the Luſt of: the Fleſh, but the Luſt and 
N Adultery of the Heart; and the Luſt of the Eye, 
Ee he affirms it to be Adwtrery it ſelf in the account of 
is | God, Hatth. 5. 28, And God's account; Chriſts 
t, eſteem of things we are chiefly to conſider and 
e regard. ?Tis not ſo material how men account 
t of things or call them : They call evil good, and 
xx } _ good me put darkneſs for light, and light for 
J 


darkneſs: The world calls many things by ſofter 

and more plauſible names then the'Holy Scripture 
y doth. - But it will be our Wiſdom "and Safety to 
* judge of all things according to God*s meaſures, 
Ee and'to account and call them as God doth; to hig 
h Infinite Wiſdom it*s fit our weak underſtandings 
n {} fliould ſubmit; ro bim we ſtand or fall ( Rom 14.) 
p, he onely can clear or condemn in the great Day of 
Accounts. 


2 a 


A. . AA4Diſconſef Clap UL'F 
F And, © take heed ( as thou loveſt thy Soul; or F 
tendreſt the, Honour of Chriſt) of thinking 
what Chriſt hath here or elſewhere in the Goſpel 
preſcribed and enjoined us to avoid, 1s any part. 
of unneceſſary ſtriftneſs, and that his 
and Laws are:too nice and- ſevere. To- think 
thus, is to undervalue the Wiſdom of Chriſt, the 
Lawgiver, the Head of the Church, the Lotd-of 
all, the Great Prophet ſent by God to teach the | 
World, teſtified by a voice from Heaven to be 
the Son of God, whom we are'to bear : As if He (who 
was the Wiſdom of God) did not better know 
the true natures and properties of things, the juſt 
meaſuresand bounds within which Humane natute 
was tO be determined and kept, where man was to 
be reſtrained, and may not be allowed '-to do 
otherwiſe. And for thee not to reſtrain thy ſelf 
as Chriſt hath ordered thee, and told thee it muſt 
be thus for thy Souls welfare z not. to goverm thy * 
ſelf according to his Rules and Inſtitutionsis plain. 
ly to deny the Lord that bought thee, to denythy 
Chriſtian Profeſſion. » For by profeſling thy ſelfa 
Chriſtian,thou profeſieſt Chriſtto be thy Teacher, 
Lord and Ruler ; and that he is the Perſon whom 
thou haſt made choiceof to ferve ; and that there is 
no way ſo likely & ſure to bring thee to Bleſledneſs 
and Salvation as what he hath preſcribed. But then 
to praiſe contrary, is to deny all this thy profeſ- 
ſjon : It's. to mock and deſpiſe Chriſt, as if he 
were guilty of preſcribing thee ſome things which 
were unneceſlary, diſhonourable, or ridiculous to 
obſerve ; which is plainly to deny the Faith; to 
deny the Lord that bought thee, and hath ſhew?®d 
thee what is good, and for thy good; and confe- 
quently,lig is to bring upon thy telf ſwift Deſtru- 


Ction. 
But, 
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F -- But, O be fo kind, ſo good tothy Soul, as co 

| theſe things, and «b/iasn from fieſhly luſt s wo art 
Cas againſt Chriſt and his Laws, {o) agcinf cy 
one Sowl, 1 Pet. 2. And avoid ſuch Diſcourſe 
' and corrupt Communication, 


ſuch Sighs and Re- 
preſentations, ſuch Books and Poems, as croſs the 
Laws and of Chriſt, and tend to feed, 


' and cheriſh, and enflame that which Chriſt came 


$to extinguiſh. and. deſtroy z and which tend to 
make. that ſeem ridiculous nicetyp which Chriſt 
hath: made thy neceſſary and juſt Duty. 

ANDa moſt faithful follower of Chriſt, Bleſſed 
S;'Panl, doth often in bis Epiffies preſs and in- 
Culcate that Purity oF Heart and Life, ' which our 
Saviour Chriſt: ſo indiſpenſably ires. Flee 
youtbful tuſts, ſaith he ( not long before his de- 
parture ) to. Timothy ('2 Ep. 2. 22.) but follow 
after righteovſneſs, faith, charity ;, that's Love out 
of a pure heart, and within its due bounds, in 
oppoſition to the. youthful luſts ; Youth being the 


3 more wild, untamed, impetuous, inconſiderate 
park of Life, more obnoxious to- the temptations - 


and- defilements of Sin : And therefore thou haſt 
need: to watch and pray againſt tentations; to 
look-unto thy Eyes, to mate 4 Covenant with them, 
as Feb did ; to look ro thy words, as David did, 
that be might not fin with bis tongue;, and above 
gall keeping, to keep thy heart { as the words are 
literally to be rendred, Prov. 4. 23.) that the 
Heart,” the Spring of thy Aﬀections and Aci- 
ans, may be free from all mud 2nd defilement. 
"The ſame Apoſtle, S. Pawl, in 1 Ep. Cor. 
Chap. 6. preſſeth this Duty, Flee fornication, ſaith 
he, Fer. ,18. And he preſſeth it with fix Ar 

ments; heaping one Argument upon another as 
you may read from Yor. 13. to the end of the 
Chapter ) 
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Chapter) one: whereof (in Yer. 20. )' is taken 
from this; that they were bought with a' price; 
the precious blood of Chriſt, the Lamb without ſpot 


and blemiſh, (x price above Silver and Gold, 


which yet are the moſt precious of  corruprible 
things, as S. Peter in 1 Ep, Chap. 1.) Te are bought 


with a price; It coſt Chriſt dear to redeem you; 


even the *price of his Blood to purchaſe you, 
your whole man, Bodies as well as Souls. - As 
the fame Apoſtle in Col. 3. from another” conſt» 
deration of Chriſt, of Chriſt as riſen* from the 
dead, and in his Body aſcended into Heaven and 
ſitting at the right Hand of God; doth earneſt- 
ly exhort' Chriſtians ( as they believe and 'ex- 
pe&t that God ' will alſo after death, raiſe up 
their Bodies by his Power to an incorruptible; 
pure and- undefiled State, and heavenly Glory) 
to keep their Bodies undefiled and in a ſtate'of 
purity, in a riſing condition, ſo' as they” may- be 


qualified 'for that Spiritual' and- Heavenly State | 


and Glory, to which at the Refurreftion they 
ſhall be advanced. And in order and preparati- 
on thereunto, that they would mortify fornication; 
wncleanneſs, their inordinate affetion and evil "con 
cupiſcence ( Ver. 5.) contrary to-the Love and'Aﬀ- 
feftion out of a- pure heart 5 Mortify, ( a wot bf 
great importance and ſignificancy:):not onely a+ 
bate, or leſſen, or- weaken their! Luſts, that ſo 
they may not be {o lively and” ſtirring in them'z 
but Mortfy, put them to Death, Crucify, ther, 
as he ſpeaks, Gal. 5. 24.. They that are Chriſt's, 
have crucified the fleſh, with the affettions and: luſts. 
Chriſtians ſhould be dead to them (as dead to 
all $in, Rom. 6.) and therefore not. walk in 
them: And all forbiddea pleaſures, all ſenſual 
obje&ts ſhould be dead to them, without force to 
temps 
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"F Chap. INT. Chriſtian Love. 
* tempt or perſwade them ; andas dead things, out 
of mind, ſhould they be forgotten, uncared for, 
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unremembred (s. e. not remembred with any com- 
placence or delight) nor once named, as the Apoſtle 
ſpeaks, Epbeſ.5.3,4. But fornication and all unclean- 
neſs let it not be once named amongſt you, as be= 
cometh Saints : Neither filthineſs, nor fooliſh talking, 
nor jeſting ; by which two laſt Words the Apo- 
ſtle means obſcene Diſcourſes, Stories or Tales, 
Songs and Jeſts ( much of the wit and jeſting of 
wicked men being in- obſcene Arguments, and in 
behalf of that Sin which is calPd Folly, 1523 
inthe Old Teſtament, to work, or commit folly 5r: 
Iſrasl). Concerning theſe the Apoſtle adds, 7z 
#X dynxorTe, Which are not corvenient ;, that's too 
ſoft a word, rather which are not beſeeming, but al- 
together unbecoming Chriſtians, 

Purity of Heart, and AfﬀeCtions, and Life, and 
Aftions is that which thou art called and obliged 
to as a Chriſtian, 1 Theſ. 4.7.” God hath not 
called us unto nncleanneſs but unto Holineſs or Sar- 
AHfication. And if thou wouldlt attain to this ſtate 
of Purity, and continue in it, 

Firſt, Seek unto God by humble & earneſt pray- 
er. Say with David ( P/.5 1.) Purge me, and I 
ſhall be clean; waſh me, and I ſhall be whiter then 
Snow : Create in me aclean heart, O God, and re- 
new a right Spirit within me;, or 1123 N31 a firm, 
conſtant, reſolved Spirit, ſo as never to fall again 
into the like Defilements, Say with the poor 
Leper, who kneeled down, and in this humble 
poſture earneſtly beſought Chriſt (Mark 1.) —_ 
if thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean. And know an 
be aſſured for thy encouragement, That Chriſt js 
as willing, as able to do it; and as willing to 
make thee ckean, as thou thy ſelf canſt be willing 
to be cleanſed. F Sepondly, 
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Secaudly, Bus fee then that thou art willing: 
For God complains of the unwilliogneſs of many 
( Jer. 13. ult.) O Feruſalem, wilt thou net be made 
clean, when ſhall it once be ? Thou mult be wil- 
ling, thou muſt not reſiſt ; Thou myſt pats Dewar, 
fuffc God to work in thee without diſturbance; 
not oppoſe, not hinder him when he is at work 
in thy Conſcience , to convince and hamble thee: 
And whateyer method God ſhall pleaſe to uſe for 
the purifying of thee, patiently ſubmit and yield 
$0 it, be it longer and ſharper Affliftions, inward 
or outward. | 

Thirdly, Nor muſt thou onely quietly and wil. 
lingly ſulfer God to work in thee, but thay muſt 
alſo work with him, and ffrive according to the 
werking which workgth in thee. Thou muſt uſe thy 
ſerious and beſt endeavours to keep thy fel anſpot- 
ted from the World, and always labour after that 


thou prayeſt for, Fer. 4. 14. O Fernſalem, waſh 


thine heart from wickedneſs, that thou mayeſt be ſaved; 
How long. ſhall vain thoughts ledge within thee ? 

Fourthly, And if thou baſt begun to ſet.upon the 
work of Self-purification, go on to purge and 
cleanſe thy heart yet moreand more, If thou haſt 
eſcaped the pollutions of the world, through the know- 
ledge of our Lord and Saviour Teſus Chriſt - if thou 
haſt begun to purity thy Soul in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit, (as S. Peter ſpeaks) take heed 
leſt thou again be entangled therein and overcome : 
For theft thy latter end would be morſe with thee 
then the beoinning. 

Fifthly, Pray and watch againſt tentations. None 
can be ſecured from fin further then they are care- 
ful to ſhun the occaſions or tentations of Sin. 
Prov. 6. 27. Can a man take fire in his boſome, 
end bis cloaths not be burnt ? Can one-go upon = 
coals 
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* coals, and bis feet not be burnt ? faith Solomon, who 


by fad experience found the hurt of tampering with 


' tentations. Thus the filly Moth plays about the 


Candle, and at laſt burns it ſelfto death. 
Sixthly, And as thou muſt be Watchful, ſo thon 


_ wilt haye need of Courage and Refolution, and 


Fortitude of Spirit: And this thou ſhalt not want, 
if thou haſt Faith in God. Reſiſt then, fedfaft in the 
Faith. Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power of his 


' might, Put on the whole armour of Gods that thou 


may*ſt be able to withſtagd in the evil day, in the 


- dayof tentation ; and having doneall to ſtand, keep 


the Field, and come off with Victory and Tri- 
umph : Which thon ſhalt not fail of, if thou haſt 


' Faith in the Goodneſsand Power of God,jif thou be 


ſtrong in the grace that is in Chriſt Teſia;, His Grace 
ſhall be ſafficzent for thee, and thon ſhalt be able to 
do alt things through Chriſt frengthening thee ;, thou 
ſhalt be more then Congqueronr through him that loved 
thee, a Conquerour over thoſe Fleſhly Luſts that 
warr'd againſt thy Soul; And to thee and eyery 
one that oyercometh, will Chrilt (that with Con- 
rentment and Delight beheld thy Conflit,Courage 
and Conqueſt ) give a Crown of Life and Glory 
that fadetli not away. 

Andc<this I have done with the Firſt Particular ; 
A Pure Love, 1. Todiſtinguiſh it from that groſs, 
ſenſual, carnal Love which is found amongſt chem 
that are companions in Wickedneſs. 


Ii. PURE Love it muſt be, To diſtinguiſh 
it from a Zove for by-ends and ſelf-reſpeCts, found- 
ed only upon Politick Conſiderations and World- 
ly Interelt, | EM 

The moſt of that Love and Amity which is in 
the World is ( as Tally doth fitly expreſs it) Mer- 
catnra Hingis quam amicitia, - kind of Traffck L_ | 
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Merchandiſe,-rather then pure Love and true Friend- 
(hip. Men drive on a Trade and purſue Deſigns 
and ſerve their Intereſts, by ſeeming Courtelies 
and Civilities. This is the guiſe and' falhion of 
the World ; Thoughts and Deſigns to oblige 0- 
thers, and to advantage themſelyes thereby, and 
to make themſelves Friends here on earth of the 
HMammon of unrighteouſneſs;, theſe are the Springs 
of all the motions this.kind of Love hath : It moves 
not, it goes not out to any but upon theſe ac- 
counts; it ariſeth wholly from Intereſt, And 
therefore when any ceafe or are uncapable to be 
further ſerviceable and advantageous to them, 
their Love alſo ceaſeth to ſuch whom they now 
caſt by and lay aſide as unprofitable Tools, as a 
broken Vellel, a Veſſel wherein is no pleaſure ( as 
Feremy ſpeaks) and therefore to be caſt away; 
But conſider that this is not to love thy Neighbour 
as thy ſelf (which God commands ) but meerly 
for thy ſelf ; Whereas this is one cf the excellent 
CharaCters and Properties of the Pure Chriſtian 
Love ( 1Cor. 13.5.) # Cut 74 favras ſecketh not 
her own, the things which are onely for its own 
advantage ; but mindeth and careth for the Inte- 
reſts of others, and is concerned for their good and 
welfare, without any reſpect to its own advantage 
thereby. Chriſtian Religion doth oblige and would 
excite us to a greater Parity of Love,ſuch as ſhould 
expreſs it ſelf in doing good for goodneſs ſake ; 
and this is a nobler and higher ſort of Love, 
grounded upon the beſt principle and end, 


AND to this purpoſe we have two. very ob- 
ſervable Speeches of our Saviour Chrift, quite op- 
polite to the Spirit of the World. 

The firſt is that in Zuke 14, 13, where he wills 
that when they make a Feaſt,they ſhould invite and 

Fa, enter- 
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entertain the poor, Lame and maimed and blind, who 


| cannot recompenſe them; rather then their friends 
or rich nezghbours,who'would invite them again and 


make them recompence. The main ſcope of which 
words,is to perſwade them to do good forGoodnefs 
ſake ; and that it ſhould be as great a pleaſure & ſa- 
tisfation to them, to do good and ſhew kindneſs to 
thoſe that are in want, as to the rich and preat 
in the World. And ſurely to a Soul that is Gene- 
rouſly good, there is nothing ſo Pleaſant and De- 
licious (as nothing more Honourable and Worthy 
in it ſelf ) then to be making others fyll of Com- 
forts; and the greateſt pleaſure is, when they can- 
not requite them. | 

The Second paſlage of a like noble import is 
that Speech of our Saviour?s in Marth. 10. two laſt 
Verſes, where Chriſt commends the receiving (z.e. 
the entertaining, ſhewing Zove and Kindneſs; yea 
the leaſt office of Love, as the giving a Cap of cold 
Water to) a righteous man, or one of his Difci- 
ples, in the name of a righteous man, Or in the name 
of a Diſciple, eo nomine, quatenus ſuch a one; main- 
ly upon this account and*conſideration. 

There may be a receiving and a kind treating 
of a righteous man, or a Diſciple of Chriſt, upon 0- 
ther names, regards and conſiderations; as in the 
name of a Friezd, one that hath done ſome courte- 
ſies; or in the name of a Kinſman, or one related 
tous; or in the name of a man of Wit or Learn- 
ing, and Accompliſhments of Body or Mind ; or 
in the name of a man of ſome Intereſt and Power, 
or related to and in favour with men of Inte- 
reſt and Power; and ſo this r;obteous man, or Diſct- 
ple of Chriſt, or this Chriſtian may be thought to 
be in a capacity to befriend ns. 

But there is a purer Loye-fire which Chriſt would 
enkindle 


Hearts of Chriſtians, vis. to loye 4 
righteous man ighte $ and true Holineſs 
ſhining in him, to loye hin chiefly for Goodneſs 

ſake; to ſhew kindneſs to any of theſe little ones, 
(fo Chrift in Marth. calls his Diſciples ) little in 
theeſteem of the World, little in worldly Intereſts 
and Pofleſſions, and ſo not likely to recompenſe 
thoſe that ſhew them the leaſt kindneſs : This is 
above that. common Loye and Friendſhip in the 
World,which is founded chiefly upon Self-reſpetts, 
by-ends and politick Conſiderations. 

Nor ſhall this Zove loſe its reward : Though 
theſe l;ztle ones, theſe leaſt of Chriſt*s Diſciples, 
alſo little in the account of the World, and have 
little of the World to recompenſe thee, yet thou 
ſhalt have a-Reward from God,and a great Reward 
for this thy Service of Love, 

And thongh to give but a Cup of cold Water to a 
Chriſtian, to « Diſciple of Chriſt, to 4 Righteous 
man, ſeem but a cheap kindneſs; yet it being done 
ſeaſonably { and ſo a draught of cold refreſhin 
Water may: be a great kindneſs to one'that is a 
flicted with thirſt, as it might fall out in thoſe hot 
Eaſtern Countries, and in ſuch acaſe may be worth 
a Treaſure) he that doth it, s ud amoaios ( two 
Negatives ) ſhall in no wiſe loſe his Reward, Mat. 
IO. ult. 


, enkindle in | 


AND ifto give a Cup of cold Water ſhall have 
its Reward, Whata Reward ſhall be given to thee 
if thou cloath, and feed, and vifit a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, that is naked, or hungry, or ſick and in pri- 
ſon; and do all this in the name of a Diſciple ? 


It may be thou: haſt forgotten thy Cup of cold 


water,thy cloathing, feeding,or viſiting a Diſciple 
of Chcifſt ; and it's better that thou ſhould'ſt not 
remem- 
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Chap. INT, Chriftian Love. -_, 
remember it, better to haye no ſelf-pleaſing re- 
fleftions on what thou-haſt done; as the righteous 
faid (Marth. 25.) Lord when ſaw we thee (or any 
Diſciple of thine, any that belongs to thee) «x 
hbungred, and fed thee? Or thirſty, and gave thee 
drink? Or naked, and cloathed thee ? Or ſich, or in 
priſon, and viſited thee? But though thou remem- 
breſt not theſe things, to pleaſe and pride thy ſelf 
therein, yet God will remember thee concerning 
all this, and for good; and the rather remember 
thee, if thou doſt not remember them to thy own 
praiſg and glory. God is not wnrighteous to forget 
your work and labour of Love, which- ye have ſhewedto 
(or in) his name, in that ye have miniſtred to the 
Saints, and do miniſter, Heb. 6. 10. faith the Apo- 
ſlo to the charitable Hebrews ; and for ſach their 
Charity he was perſwaded better things of them, and 
things that did accompany Salvation,asinVer. before. 


AND if the leaſt Kindneſs and labonr of Love 
be ſorewarded with God if to give a ſmall re- 
freſhment, a little water, be ſo acceptable with 
God; proportionably the Reward will be greater, 
.a$ the Service of Love was greater that is done out 
of 4 pure heart to a Chriſtian, q Diſciple of Chrilt z 
and greater ſtill if done to a Prophet, and in the 
name of a Prophet, one whoſe care and delire is 
faithfully to Preach the Goſpel, to declare the 
whole Counſel of God, for the better inſtructing and 
winning Souls to Chriſt: We are to eſteem ſuch 
very highly in love for their works ſaks (1 Thel.5.12 ) 
and to treat them aZiovs 7% v5, warthy of God, as 
that obſervable Phraſe-is 3-Ep. John Yer. 6. So 
as is worthy of God, whoſe Meſſengers they are, on 
whoſe Errand and Buſineſs they are employed, 
whom they ſerve in the Goſpel; as it follows 
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ul for' them 4n- their janrney #pon [0 greatan ;0c- 
6 and work ;, and this is to be T7 


work this is. 
Prophet, and in the name of. a 'Prophet, is doge to 
Chriſt; and- done to God; and fuch ſhall rective 
4 Propher's Reward, TER. 


% 


THE END, 


